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Review 


Obe (Pay of Ohe Cross 


If every member of Christ’s Church will meet this Lenten Season in 
all seriousness and make use of it, we will renew our youth. Then like 
the eagle we will mount up and fly. Christ's Church will become the 
kind of a Church that we will want it to be and God wants it to be. 


Attend the Church Services Regularly Through Lent 


“God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 


Valine Plorty-senen (Darch 19345 Qumber Shree 
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Our New Lenten Devotional Manual 


Inexpensive In Price 
Handy In Size For General Distribution 


Gospel Guides to Daily Devotions 
LENT 1935 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 
Former Executive Secretary of the Luther League of America 


This Lenten manual contains a meditation for each day of 
the Lenten season from Ash Wednesday to Easter. There is a 
text for each day, taken in every case, except two, from the Gospels ; 
a Gospel lesson for Ash Wednesday and Sundays; a meditation and 
prayer for each day, each meditation being treated under topics. 

These helps will be found very useful in making the heart right 
with the Master. ‘Chey will be an aid to self-examination and will 
renew and increase appreciation of Christ and make love for Him 
more sincere. 

These devotions are brief, practical, appealing. They should 
be distributed throughout the congregation, and the low price makes 
this possible. 


334 x 73% inches 
Price, 8 cents a copy; 50 cents a dozen; $2.25 a hundred 


A NEW BOOK OF SERMONS 
FOR CHILDREN 


CHILDREN of GOD 


AND OTHER STORY SERMONS 
By W. R. SIEGART 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa. 


A collection of fifty-seven story sermons based on Scripture 
texts prepared for use with primary, junior, amd intermediate chil- 
dren. The main feature of the volume is its clever use of narrative 
to drive home the fine and much needed lessons which the author 
has selected. These stories or examples are never imaginary, never 
fiction, but are really true. Lessons of kindness, courage, obedience, 
clean morality, Christian service, filial faithfulness, loving helpful- 
ness, loyalty to Christ, and faith in God are driven home interest- 
ingly, briefly, definitely, and pointedly. 

The author has’ had great success with young people and chil- 
dren and in this volume has produced a book that will be useful 
and inspirational to teachers and church school officers in the wor- 
ship service and class session; to parents in the home and in family 
devotions; to pastors in their work with children. The sermons 
have had the benefit of child comment and criticism. 


Cloth. Price, 


Pastor of St. 


75 cents. 


OUR NEW EASTER SERVICE 


EASTER MESSENGERS 


Arranged by ERNEST J. HOH 


‘A service for the children of the Sunday School carrying the 
true message of the living Christ. The service. consists of invoca- 
tion, responses, psalm, Scripture reading, the offering, prayer, 
hymns, and benediction. Not only is the meaning of Easter brought 
in this way, but an angel messenger (a senior), the lilies (five 
juniors), the Magdalene (an intermediate girl), and messengers of 
today (children of today, from the primary, junior and beginmers’ 
department), tell the Kaster story and message in dignified recitation, 
Provision is made at one point in the service for the introduction 
of additional suitable recitations, should they be desired. Some of 
the hymns are familiar and some are new, thus adding to the appeal 
of this service. 


Price, 8 cents a copy; 60 cents a dozen; $4.00 a hundred 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The League Helping Church Attendance 


Luther Leaguers in Loyalty to Christ attend the Worship Services of the Church 


ELDOM within our memory has the Lenten call, “Behold we go up to Jerusalem,” sounded 

more significantly than in this hour in the life of the Church. It is always a distinct appeal 

for deeper spirituality that is focused upon our soul when we enter the hush and majesty of 
these forty solemn days. As youth of the Church in this year there is a peculiar and unprecedented 
insistence of our especially uniting in a “Loyalty to Christ, in Church Attendance” during the Lenten 
Season. The Christian Church stands for Christ’s righteous kingdom among men; for God’s house 
and His worship. In our Churches the gospel will be correctly taught and the sacraments rightly 
administered. It is here we are afforded the means of grace so essential for each of us. 


From the beginning it has been the aim and is the aim to keep the Luther League near the 
Church, not as a Church, but simply as an agency for Christ within the Church. In our Luther 
League work there is to be applied the spirit of Christ and an emphasis put on spirituality. Spirit- 
uality wins. One of the first duties of every confirmed member of our Church is to see to it that 
a regular and faithful attendance upon divine worship is begun and maintained. 


Not only are the members of the League bound to form this habit of faithful attendance, but 
it is likewise their duty to endeavor to bring others within the reach of the blessed forces for sal- 
vation and peace. There is no finer sight to be seen anywhere than a Church full of young people 
who are members of the Luther League, and whose places are never empty when the divine worship 
is being held. 


The Leaguer’s witness to the efficacy of such exercise will have an influence on others and 
there will be an increase in Church attendance that will at once be pleasing and helpful to pastor 
and congregation. There is an increasing demand for such Christian activity on the part of our 
Church youth and we as Leaguers should set the young people, who are not members of the 
League but members of the congregation, a good example. 


In these days of unrest and doubt the Church is asking all aid that may be secured for a 
regular attendance upon its regular services on the Lord’s Day. It is a personal matter that rests 
with every member of the Luther League. The way in which the duty is met measures the real effi- 
ciency of any individual League. Let us together as Leaguers do our part during this Lenten 
Season to make Church attendance one of the prime acts of our observance. 


DOW INEED I HE CHURCH? 


“My ancestry did. My best friends do. My best self 
tells me I do. Most Mothers belong to the Church. I 
could be better and I believe the Church will help me. 
The Church is often as a hospital filled with patients in all 
stages of sickness and convalescence. Again the Church 
is as a work room, a preparing room; but never a show-case. 


“IT want the Church when in trouble or distress; in 
sickness and at death; when I’m happy and prosperous. 
It keeps alive hallowed memories, noble inspirations, sincere 
vows. The Church brightens my hopes, clears my vision, 
strengthens my faith, corrects my habits, guides my giving, 
instructs my will, sanctifies my life service. From this hour 
and on I will strive to be more loyal to my Master’s 
Church and my own.” 


Promote Church attendance in your League during Lent. 


All the Leagues of the Luther League of America are Uniting in this— 
“LOYALTY TO CHRIST, IN CHURCH ATTENDANCE” 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


TWO CENTURIES OF LUTHERANISM 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA 


(By Laura Cromer Hemingway) 


The seat of Lutheranism in South Carolina is one 
of the oldest in the United States. Thete are records 
to prove that there were members of this faith living on 
James Island, across the Ashley river from the city of 
Charleston, as early as 1690. 

So zealously is tradition guarded in the historical 
old city of Charleston that it is almost synonymous with 
record. But records bear out to a great part the tradi- 
tion that those early settlers had come from Holland in 
search of religious freedom. They settled in New Am- 
sterdam, but the unfriendly attitude of Peter Stuyvesant, 
governor of the colony, soon caused those who were 
able to seek other fields where they might worship ac- 
cording to their own desires. 

What became of them history does not say, but 
records: belonging to St. John’s Church in Charleston 
date back to the year 1732. In 1734 Reverend John Mar- 
tin Bolzius, who for thirty-two years served the Georgia 
colony of Lutherans as minister, referred to the Charles- 
ton Lutherans in his journal. He wrote: ‘““We found here 
some Germans who were glad of our arrival, and came 
to us in order to receive the sacrament.’ There seems 
to have been some connection between the Lutheran 
colony in Charleston, South Carolina, and that at Eben- 
ezer, Georgia. 

Official recognition of St. John’s Church was made 
in the year 1742, during the visit of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg. 

The Lutheran faith increased rapidly in the little 
province of South Carolina. By the year 1788 there 
were fifteen congregations which the State Legislature 
incorporated into a confederation, even though some in- 
sisted upon being called Lutherans and others German 
Protestants. However, this seems not to have impeded 
Progress of the work. In 1823 the South Carolina Synod 
was formed, with a membership of two hundred fifty- 
one and twelve congregations. Reverend John Bach- 
mann, who for sixty years served the pastorate of St. 
John’s, and who achieved international fame as a natur- 
alist after having collaborated with John James Audubon 
in “The Quadrupeds of North America” and “The Birds 
of North America,’ was elected President. 


From the beginning of the South Carolina Synod, 
which traced its origin to the parish of St. John’s in 
Charleston, the need of mission workers was stressed. 
At first the new synod could only assist in mission 
work already under way in foreign fields, but the time 
came when it sent a Charleston negro to carry the 
Gospel to his race in Africa. 


In the year 1892, during the ministry of Dr. Edward 
T. Horn, a Lutheran mission was established in Japan. 
Reverend James A. B. Scherer was the first missionary 
- of the Lutherans to sail for Japan. The mission has 
flourished until today the Lutheran Church has many 
workers in Japanese centers. 


St. John’s Church is always an attraction for the 
many tourists that visit the old city by the sea during 
the winter, in particular, regardless of their faith. The 
present structure stands upon the site of the original 
church, and was called the “Church of German Protest- 
ants.” It was dedicated in 1818. 


In the northwest vestibule of St. John’s is an old 
slave stairway, there being only one other left in the 
city that once had many. 

A room maintained as a memorial to the distin- 
guished Dr. Bachmann in the church contains many 
relics of interest to tourists. Among these are letters, 
manuscripts, pictures, two miniatures, an oil portrait, 
family silver, and other things. 


Then there is the room where furniture of the period 
dating back to the beginning of the original church may 
be seen. 

Another feature of interest to visitors is the pair of 
wrought iron gates of remarkable beauty and design at 
the rear entrance to the church. These are said to have 
been fashioned by members of the church more than 
three quarters of a century ago. 


Of more modern trend, but none the less interesting 
and attractive, is the gateway walk that leads through 
the church grounds. This was begun as a feature of 
the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the celebra- 
tion of the founding of the city of Charleston on its 
present site. The walk begins at the historic old St. 
Philip's Episcopal Church, that gives the name to Church 
Street, that center of social life during colonial days, and 
continues through many wrought iron gateways, that 
alone have made Charleston famous, past the Old 
Powder Magazine, the Circular Church, the Art Gallery, 
the Charleston Library, and through the joint graveyards 
of the Unitarian Church and St. John’s. 
indeterminate age mark the walk. 


Flagstones of 


In 1932, St. John’s, the oldest Lutheran church in the 
coastal section of the South, celebrated its bi-centennial 
with two pageants, given under the direction of the 
pastor, Rev. George J. Gongaware, D.D. So great were 
the crowds that crowded the church doors that the pag- 
eants had to be repeated again and again. The first 
depicted the conditions prevailing in a land inhabited by 
the Red Man when the first of the church members 
arrived, and the second presented the colonial period dat- 
ing from 1730 to 1770. Through each scene was woven 
the thread of brotherly love and fear of God that made of 
this great church the fabric from which mission workers 
were given to spread the light of the Gospel in foreign 
lands. 

Charleston has at least five Lutheran churches and 
as many in outlying sections, but St. John’s is called the 
“Mother Church.” No visit to Charleston, “America’s 
Most Historic City,” would be complete without a visit 
to this ancient seat of worship. 
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Official Call for the 


Luther League of America 


JULY 8-11, 1935 


trict or Local League. 


For Credential and Registration Blanks 
For Delegates and Visitors—write: 
Miss Katie Freyschmidt 
Luther League Convention Headquarters 
207 King Street 
Ghanleston ss. G- 


Twentieth Biennial Convention 


Charleston, South Carolina 


REPRESENTATION 


NY society of whatever name, connected with a congregation or institution of learning of the 
United Lutheran Church and District and State organizations whose admission shall have been 
recommended by the Committee on Credentials, are entitled to membership with representations 
as follows: Each society admitted to membership shall be entitled to one delegate, each District 

or Conference League to three delegates, and each State or Synodical organization to ten delegates. 
Delegates to the Convention are expected and required to present properly certified credentials. | 
credentials should be signed by the President and Secretary of each organization, whether State, Dis- 
Delegates and visitors will be asked to pay a Registration Fee of $1.00 each. 


CREDENTIALS 
Credential blanks for delegates should be secured at once by State, District and Local Officers. 


PAUL MILLER KINPORTS, Executive Secretary 
ADDRESSES TO REMEMBER 


The 


For Information as to Transportation, Railroad 
and Steamship Rates, write 

Mr. Clarence Wieghart 

Transportation Chairman. 

106 Dixie Terminal Building 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


MEET ME AT CHARLESTON, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
(By Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary ) 

It will be a most appropriate time and place for 
Leaguers like you and me to meet. Let us set the date 
for this meeting, Charleston, S. C., July 8-11, OS Semen 
observe the fortieth anniversary of the Luther League 
of America. 

The twentieth biennial convention of the Luther 
League of America will look forward, using the past 
achievements as the vantage ground, on the march, for 
further attainment in our League program for the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

Charleston will give the bugle call and the march- 
ing orders to this “The Youth of the Church Facing the 
World of Today.” What the League has done in edu- 
cation, in missions, in life service, in evangelism, in 
stewardship, in leadership, will be reviewed primarily as 
a challenge and a prophecy of the greater progress that 
is to be. The young people will want to strengthen their 
program and provide for themselves a more and ade- 
quate program for the promotion of the work of the 
League. They will also want to look at all the areas 
of living in the light of principles and practical sug- 
gestions developed in the convention sessions. 


Gifted Leaders 


The speakers and conference leaders will not merely 


stir our hearts but quicken our hands. We look to them 
not only for the inspiration that will carry us forward, 
but for the practical guidance that will chart our pro- 
gress and give us formulas for united action. 

While the evening sessions will indeed be important, 
the spirit of the Charleston convention will also be found 
as well in the numerous conferences on methods, touch- 
ing every type of our League and Church program and 
activities. Our devotional meetings will be ably led by 
the chaplain and effectively co-ordinated with the con- 
vention themes. 

Fellowship 

All the State and Synodical Leagues, a larger num- 
ber of the Districts, and many local Leagues will be 
represented. Distinct personages from Puerto Rico, 
South America, India, Africa, Japan and China will make 
this international fellowship most helpful and profitable. 
Hundreds of Leaguers, young people, pastors, deacon- 
esses and missionaries will travel to “America’s Most 
Historical City” to enjoy this fellowship. 

Hundreds of young people, by means of personal 
savings and with the help of parents and others, will pro- 
vide for the travel and to participate in this convention. 
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The session will begin on Monday evening, July 
8th, and continue through the three days following with 
the closing session on Thursday evening, July 11th. It 
would be advisable for those who would like to see the 
beautiful city of Charleston, to plan to arrive in Charles- 
ton on the morning of Monday, July 8th. This will 
give you the day for sightseeing in the city of Charles- 
ton, register and get located for the period of the con- 


vention sessions. 


Why You Should Be There 
Why should I attend the Luther League convention 
at Charleston? The question is soon answered; you have 
in fact largely answered it in your own mind. 


First. Because this convention needs your attend- 
ance and the personal power that is generated as we 
meet with In this convention 
we shall take a long look ahead, extending into the 
future the spirit of the glorious past. 


others in a like cause. 


Second. Because this convention will not only offer 
vision, but practical preparation for the tasks ahead. 
From this convention you will return to your Leagues, 
your Church, equipped for service as well as inspired 
for service. 


The numerous conferences at this convention will 
touch every phase of young people’s interests in the local 
congregation and in the Church at large. 


Third. Because this convention will again prove 
to the Church and America that we, the youth of the 
Church, are sincere in our motives and are taking our 
responsibilities seriously. 


The revised Constitution and By-Laws will be pre- 
sented for action and adoption. This is important busi- 
ness in which you should be interested. The Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws if adopted in their present form will 
change the order of some of our departmental program. 


The Program 
A program of unusual strength for this type of a 
convention is being arranged by the Program Commit- 
tee. This will be announced to you in the June issue 
of the Review. 


What a Meeting and Greeting 
Meet me at Charleston so we can look out into the 
future and get a vision of “The Youth of the Church 
Facing the World of Today.” 


Meet your friends from all over the world at 
Charleston. You will probably travel on the same train 
or steamship with joyous and even jolly companions. 
Some of you have never met before but you are going 
to be true friends in League probably as long as you live 
when you meet each other at Charleston. 


Meet yourself there, too. 


No better place to get acquainted with your best self 
than in the quiet moments and the thrilling hours of in- 
spiration that will come to you during the convention. 


Meet your Master, Jesus, there best of all. Unless 
He is there and unless you find Him there, why waste 
your time and money going? 


Let us meet in Charleston, S. C., July 8-11, 1935. 
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1935 Contributing 
Membership Cards 


ARE READY 


Contributing Memberships are but One 
Dollar Each. Every Leaguer should be 
a Contributing Member in the Sustaining 
Membership Fund of the Luther League 
of America. 


For the Fortieth Anniversary Year of the 
Luther League of America the amount, needed 
to balance the budget, to be raised through the 
Sustaining Membership Fund is $4000.00. 


40 Years $4000.00 


The Quotas are as follows: 


League Quota 
Northerm (|Califormiayaeraaed sei $ 25.00 
Southern) Californiaw-.« oscneneeee 50.00 
Columbia Districtiaa. emer oer 30.00 
Connecticut 5. .eoance oe ie ee 35.00 
Floridants..cenveoeen ca eae 20.00 
Geéorgia-Alabamaiee-ie see ernee 50.00 
Tlinois’ (5...) eapeeemiecae eer ee 150.00 
Indiana.w,. sisvdtis oe ole enon 70.00 
Towa: Giseu.s.cuisa ee 38 ee anes eee 60.00 
Kansastticcicciiacst estar 30.00 
Maryland airab actitecsosteiete enroes 300.00 
Michigan. Sanonacternn se eumumma ae 60.00 
Mintiesota ie seeic.c ts cee oe ere 70.00 
Mississippi Siac nee ae ce 10.00 
Germange Nebraska ey eee 10.00 
Nebraska 019.25 comers ae oe 110.00 
News Jersey. Sig. neimte cuatreaisereons 125.00 
News Yorkies 400.00 
North Carolina . 300.00 
OHIO ES citeyeode 200.00 
Pacific Northwest 20.00 
Pennsylvania sce. 1,315.00 
Rocky Mountain ..... 10.00 
Souths Carolinale mine cine 250.00 
Texas ae teetecicctr comer ctin ce etna 55.00 
Mir ginian tenon cme mcr eee 170.00 
Wiest Virgeiniasei misery ere 25.00 
WisconsinG@, mie tine aca eee 50.00 

$4,000.00 


Will this Fortieth Anniversary Year Goal be 
raised in gratitude for the great work that has 


been well done and which is entrusted to us to 
be well done? 


Enroll Now! 


Send Your Subscription to 


The Luther League of America 


1228-1234 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA, 
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 
1. Use the March topics—on “The Church.” 
2. Study the Lenten story—use the Junior Topics 
Booklet, “The Lenten Story For Juniors.” 
3. Do some work for others—sewing of dresses, 
aprons, or dressing dolls for orphan home; or 
scrapbooks made for hospitals. 


Dear Leaguers: 


The annual meeting of the 


Executive Committee 
of the Luther League of America was held at Head- 
quarters January 8 and 9. A number of items of im- 
portance to the Junior Department were considered. 


The Junior Secretary was authorized to send out 
each month a two page bulletin or news sheet to the 
State Junior Secretaries. This will permit more de- 
tailed information about some of our plans, and we trust 
that the State Secretaries in turn will get this informa- 
tion down to the local superintendents. 


Junior literature was provided for in the budget, and 
we hope to be able to issue at least several new leaflets 
this year. 

Statistics were considered, and our aim is more 
complete and more accurate figures. We trust every 
Junior worker will co-operate by returning promptly to 
their State Junior Secretary the report blank when same 
is sent. 

Plans were made for the Charleston Convention in 
July. There will be a Junior session before the conven- 
tion, a Junior rally for the Juniors themselves, and some 
other features. Send us any suggestions you have for 
anything you would like included in the Junior program. 
Plan now to attend. We want a large number of Junior 
workers present. 

High lights in the Junior Secretary’s report: 

We were happy to report 816 Junior Leagues with 
a membership of 20,723; and 145 Little Leaguers groups, 
with 1797 members; a gain during the year of 65 Junior 
Leagues and 1340 members, and 22 Little Leaguers 
groups, with 567 members. 

Contributions to the Japan objective from the Jun- 
iors to date have totaled $699.52. During the year the 
Juniors contributed $1,391.82 to local work, $1,159.54 to 
benevolence, $366 to the Sustaining Membership, and 
gifts, the sum total of which cannot be estimated, to 
inner, home and foreign mission causes. 

Topics were regularly studied, a Junior institute 
held, Nation Wide Junior Rally Day observed, and 
white gifts Christmas programs arranged, with gifts for 
Puerto Rico. The Good Neighbor Club is growing. 

The Junior Secretary attended nine State conven- 
tions, the convention of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, and District and local rallies, institutes, 
conferences and meetings too numerous to mention. 


The Junior Department 


“The Juniors are the hope of the Intermediate and Senior Leagues” 
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103 Japan meetings, 134 special Christmas and 123 
Faster programs, 256 Junior study classes, were re- 
ported; and public meetings, gifts to homes and institu- 
tions, programs and treats for old folks, flowers and 
cards for shutins, Junior choirs organized, special work 
done for local churches, boxes sent to inner, home and 
foreign mission stations, and other forms of 
ary activities engaged in by the Juniors. 


mission- 


We are proud of the work done by the Juniors. 


Little Leaguers of St. 
made in their Junior 


with Handwork 
League Meetings 


John’s, Passaic, N. J., 


What the Juniors Are Doing 


_., Christmas Echoes. A most successful Junior rally was held in 
Trinity Church, Ephrata, Pa., by the Lancaster District Juniors. 
The theme was “White Gifts.”” The service was opened with a 
brief organ recital by the organist of the church, Theodore Sprecher, 
followed by carol singing under the direction of Mr. Sprecher. The 
Junior choir of Trinity, Ephrata, led the processional. 

The opening prayer was given by a Junior of St. Stephen’s, 
Lancaster, followed by Scripture readings, ‘‘Gifts From the Bible,” 
by seven Juniors of Adivent, Lancaster. 

A welcome by the Junior President of Trinity, Ephrata, was 
followed by an explanation of ‘‘The Real Meaning of Christmas” by 
Miss Estelle Wilke, parish worker of Grace, Lancaster. A pageant 
“Emblems of Christmas’ was presented by Trimity, Ephrata, Jun- 
iors. Miss Gertrude Dietrich, Junior superintendent of St. John’s, 
Lancaster, conducted a picture study of a number of the well known 
Christmas pictures. A Christmas story was told by Miss Catherine 
Rodman, superintendent of Emmanuel, Lancaster. 

The offering was received by four Juniors from Salem, Reams- 
town, prayer was offered by Rev. Smith, of Trinity, Ephrata. Greet- 
ings were brought by Miss Anna Carter, from the Lancaster District 

Miss Brenda Mehlhouse brought greetings from the Luther 
League of America, explained the origin of white gifts, as well as 
the Christmas customs as celebrated in Puerto Rico. 

A White Gifts Service completed the program. A _ representa- 
tive from each Junior League brought the contribution of his re- 
spective League and placed it beneath the Christmas tree as ‘Silent 
Night” was sung by thirteen Juniors of Trinity, Coatesville, followed 
b prayer by a Jumior of St. Paul’s, Lititz. Rev. Smith con- 
cledoa with the benediction. 

The registration committee reported an attendance of 329 Jun- 
iors. The offering for Puerto Rico was $12.75. The program was 
arranged by Miss Selma Bergner, Lancaster District 
Secretary. 

Grace, Royersford, Pa., had a Christmas party, sent 250 oranges 
to Rivercrest “Preventorium, and took out a Memorial Membership 
to honor their late pastor, Rev. Fred. W. Kramlich. 

The Philadelphia District Juniors gave a Christmas 
the Juniors of the Martin Luther Neighborhood House, 
and refreshments. 

Bethlehem, Philadelphia, Juniors contributed $5 to this League 
for the purchase of some church equipment. Zion, Olney, sent them 
25 stockings and toys, and also furnished the same for the kinder- 
garten. 

Washington, D. C., 
Puerto Rico. 

Waynesboro, Pa., 

Ascension, Savannah, 
and sent gifts to Watauga. 

Brooklyn District Juniors sent white gifts to Puerto Rico, 


Junior 


party to 
with toys 


Juniors co-operated in sending gifts to 


Juniors sent gifts to Puerto Rico. 
Ga., Juniors had a Christmas program 
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Victoria, Texas, Juniors sent pencils, crayons, tablets, construc- 
tion paper, andi a Beebe on “The Life of Christ” to Puerto 
Rico. Ar by ; 
Swiss Alps, Texas, Juniors sent 25 pencils with Junior Luther 
League” printed on them to Puerto Rico. : 

Buffalo, New York, Juniors made dolls for Puerto Rico. : 

(This is written January 10, and items concerning our white 
gifts programs for Puerto Rico are just beginning to come in.) ; 

Yexas. very monih we receive from the State Junior Secretary 

complete ieports of what the local Texas Junior Leagues are doing. 
They are lively groups and the following items for one month show 
their activities: ; 
Shiner: These Juniors gave a Thanksgiving program, are work- 
ing on nutebooks to illustrate the topics, gained three new members 
at their last meeting, discussed ‘Good Will’ during December, sent 
flowers and Christmas cards to the sick, and contributed to the 
Community Chest. { 

Vernon: Purchased the Reading Course, took part in the Sun- 
day School Chrismas program, using the Junior League exercise, 
“Emblems of Christmas” and ‘The Christmas Scory.” 

Dallas: Organized for four months, are hard at work on the 
Twelve Poimt Program, purchased the steading Course, took out a 
Sustaning Membership, and are one hundred pre cent daily Bible 
readers. 

Galveston: Rejoice over the fact that one of their members won 
the Keading Course Essay Conest. For the meetings on Church 
Bu.ldings and Church Art they met in the church, and studied the 
beaut.tul stained glass windows and their stories, under the direction 
of the art supervisor of the public schools. ‘Good Will’? was 
studied during December. $2.10 contribuied to a home, and the 


Christmas story as found in Luke 2 and Matthew 2:1-11 was 
dramatized. : ; 
Redeemer, Houston: Are planning to take out a Sustaining 


Membersh.p, are using the Reading Course, which the Senior League 
supphed tur tuem, have organized a Little Leaguers group. 

owiss Aips: Were piesented by the Senior League with a large 
work tabie, observed white giits Christmas, sending gifts to Puerto 
Rico, the Cuero Hospital, and greetings to ther State President, 
thei pastor and the Junior Secreiary. 

Grace, Houston: Studied Luther, sent gifts to Tabitha Home, 
Nebraska, and presented their church with altar cloth, readimg desk 
cloth, and Bible markers. Gave a program at the congregational 
meeung, a series of living pic.ures of well known Christmas hymns. 

Victoria: Held a Japan meeting, with an exhibit and program, 
studied “Good Will,’ had a white gifts program and sent gifts to 
Pue:to Rico, made scrapbooks for the hospitals, gave the Little 
Leaguers a dollar for their work, sent flowers to two bereaved 
families, sent greeting cards to State and National Junior Secre- 
tary, and took part in Sunday School program, as well as bringing 
offerings as members of the Light Brigade. 

ivew York in an interesting news sheet gives these facts: 

txochester Juniors gave a party for colored children, sent 50 
calendars for men at Weliare Hotel, made a nativity sceme for the 
Sunday School, and made a set of Luther posters for the contest. 

Long Island Juniors joined the Good Neighbor Club, furnished 
a basket of tood for a needy family, are circulating the Reading 
Course books, sent white gitts to Puerto Rico, presented a Christmas 
program. 

Syracuse Juniors purchased New Testaments for the County 
Home, made a Bible scene for the Sunday School, gave program 
at the Sem.or District rally. 

Brooklyn District reports one 
social, presented program at 
Japanese rally. _ 

_ Buffalo Juniors sent gifts to Puerto Rico, and have a story 
telling contest on their schedule. 

The New York Juniors are promoting handwork (Bible scenes 
on topics), the Reading Course, story telling, daily Bible reading 
and chuich and Sunday Schoo] attendance. : 

Illinois. From Illinois comes this interesting report: 

People’s Church.—Since organization in September this group 
has an average of 19 present and an enrollment of 24. he topics 
are followed regularly. Two playlets have been given—“The Luther 
League Emblem” for the Primary Department of the Sunday School 
on Luther Day, and “The Good Samaritan.” At Thanksgiving the 
Juniors sent canned goods to a needy family, and on Christmas 
school supplies were sent to the Children’s Receiving Home at 
Maywood. Each Junior was presented by the pastor with a small 
copy of the Book of Acts to stimulate daily Bible reading. A chart 
is kept and ten Juniors have a perfect record for the first month. 
Nine points have already been reached on the Twelve Point Program. 

Maryland. News from Maryland is as follows: 

; New Junior Leagues have been organized| in Incarnation, Wash- 

ington, D. C., and Messiah, Baltimore, and Christ, Baltimore, has 
been oo ’ a 

unior conference was held in Washington with ibi 

ee handwork. ‘The District co-operated in Saas gifts te ieee 

ico. 

Rohrersville, 
Senior ducague. 

rederick, Md., Juniors sent $2.15 as a white gift wi - 
termediate League to the Jewish Mission in Baltes Meese 
Christmas carols and sent a plant to a shut in. 

Emmanuel, Baltimore, have been corresponding with the Secre- 
tary in Puerto Rico, and exchanged Christmas gifts between the 
two groups. ‘ 

Zion, Washington, Juniors made an intensive study of Martin 
Luther and prepared a series of large posters. 

Waynesboro Juniors sent a Christmas box containing school 
supplies to Miss Carmen Villarini in Puerto Rico. 

Nebraska Juniors are likewise active: 

Creston Juniors remembered the Puerto Rico Juniors in their 
white gifts program. 

At the workers’ conference of State Leaguers held in Omaha 
there were Junior conferences and a Junior rally. 

The Second District Senior League held a service to com- 
memorate the work of Luther, and twelve Creston Juniors, with 
lighted candles, led the processional. 2 


new Junior League, had joint 
Senior rally, and are planning a 


Md., Juniors had a Christmas program for the 
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The Allentown (Pa.) Juniors held a unique missionary rally 
in Grace Church on January 12. It was a missiona:y rally, each 
League was merely assigned a country and asked to prepare what 
they chose for the program, and a most interesting rally resulted: 

Hymn: From Greenland’s Icy Mountains 

Prayer: St. John’s, Fullerton > 

Scripture Lesson: Trimity, Memorial 

Greetings : 

Japan: Christ, Stone Church 

India: St. John’s, Emaus 

Missionary Son: Salem, Bethlehem 

Africa: St. Luke’s, Allenvown 

South America: St. John’s, Nazareth 

Southern Mountains: St. Stephen’s, Allentown 

Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 

West Indies: Zion, Northampton 

Rocky Boy: St. Joseph’s, Allentown 

Offering 

Poem: Holy Trinity, Catasauqua 

Puerto Rico 

China: Grace, Allentown ae. 

Rally Hymn—Lord’s Prayer—Benediction : , ; 

There was a display of missionary work, particularly including 
some from China from the District’s own missionary 1n China. _ 

There was a dramatization showing a little girl of Japan telling 
a Junior League the need of the gospel in her land. a i 

The missionary song, ‘We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 
was given by one group, and a feature was the singing of the Little 
Leaguers’ choir of Grace Church. ; : 

There were stereoptican pictures of Africa, explained by Jun- 
iors, showing some of the things they had learned in their study 
of the book “Im tiie African Bush.” 

The story “The Christ of the Andes” was told. 
stories of China, told in the Juniors’ own words. | E 

There was a dialogue telling of the work in our mountain 
missions of Konnarock and Watauga. bite: 

A monologue on the West Indies and exhibit of bead work 
from Virgin Islands was given by a representative of amother 
League. ; 

‘A fine campfire scene, around which gathered a group of 
“Tndians” (Juniors in costume), and the story of our work at the 
Rocky Boy Indian Missicn told, was an interesting feature. 

A fine missionary poem recited by five girls was another 
feature. There are mamy fine missionary poems available. ; 

A sketch of Puerto Rico, with four Little Leaguers listening 
to a story of Puerto Rico, when “The Gingerbread Boy” was told, 
was very interesting. 

Over 300 were present. The banner for attendance was awarded 
to St. Joseph’s, Allentown. Small crosses, emblem of the gospel to 
be sent to every nation, were distributed. : 

We returned from this rally deeply assured that these Juniors 
know the missionary work of our church, and rejoicing in the fine 
way in which they presented it. 

From the York (Pa.) District comes this fine report of Christ- 
mas activities : 

Christ, Shrewsbury—story books sent to children’s home. 

Grace, Red Lion—-service at children’s home, with a pencil and 
tablet given to each child, and a basket of fruit to the home. 

Christ, York—had a Christmas party, sent a basket of canned 
fruit and groceries to am aged lady. 

Christ, Spry—sent a basket to an invalid lady. 

Trinity, York—received name of needy family from Red Cross, 
and sent a Christmas dinner to same, also went Christmas carolling. 

Christ, Dallastown—sent a box to the Virgin Islands, gave 
Christian calendars to shut ins of congregation. 

The Little Leaguers. Do not forget these little folks. Their 
program of activity for the year centers on India: 

January—a toy house from 5 and 10 cent store into which offer- 
ing is received to send boy to school. 

February—love gifts for the children—teachers 
make purchase. 

r gerry bowl to receive offerings to buy rice for a girl in 
ndia. 

April—offerings to purchase Perry Pictures. 

May—blue or red handkerchiefs. ’ 

_ June—offering to purchase a banner for the India Juniors for 
their mext convention. 

Can your Little Leaguers help? 


There were 


in India to 


Your Junior Secretary, 


The world moves on and on 
Fast, furious ever on, bd 
And deeds are done 

And glories won 

For God? Nay, but for men. 


Though cities have their spires 
Like fingers pointing high, 

A gesture lost 

As morning frost 

Is lost to noon-day sun. 


We are each God’s own child 
But like the frost we fade 
Beneath the bright, 

The glittering light 

Of gold, of earth and fame 
And only God’s child in name. 


—V. ADLER 
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Intermediate 


Dear Intermediate Family: 
The National Essay Contest 

Another state enlists in this free-for-all-fight. This 
time it is South Carolina. Miss Pearle Stockman, In- 
termediate Secretary for good old South Carolina, speaks 
briefly, but none the less meaningfully, for her state 
when she writes: ‘““We too are planning our essay con- 
tests. We hope to have our District contests when 
we have our District rallies in February.” That won't 
be long now, in fact it will have been by the time you 
read this. I’m sorry I can’t list other states in this 
issue that are taking New York State’s challenge serious- 
ly, but from those mentioned in previous issues, to- 
gether with South Carolina, it looks as if there will be 
a hot contest, hotter than the weather, in Charleston. 


A Mother’s Day Banquet Program 

Mother’s Day isn’t until the 2nd Sunday in May, but 
nothing prevents early preparation for it, so I’m passing 
on to all Leagues a fine set-up for a program. Miss 
Vivian Cronk, of Salem, Va., sent it to Miss Rachel 
Snyder in Shepherdstown, W. Va., in turn Miss Snyder 
sent it to me. Here it is—it’s a good one. The front 
page of a 4x5¥% typewritten program has the following: 


Intermediate Luther League 
“MOTHER’S DAY BANQUET” 
(A_picture of lilies of the valley appears here) 
May 10, 1934 630) BS ANE. 


The second page contains this verse: 


I bent my ears to a lily’s cup, 

And thought that it spoke to me, 

By the stainless white of its petals light, 
Of a mother’s purity. 


To the heart of a red, red rose I crushed 

And it seemed that within my eyes 

There was shadowed the gleam of the crimson stream 
Of a mother’s sacrifice. 


I considered the sun and the moon and the stars, 
The winds and the tides of the sea, 

And found in the span of their beautiful plan 
All a mother’s constancy. 


Then I lifted up my eyes to a hilltop Jone, 
Where Love hung high on a tree. 

And lo, it was there I could best compare 
My mother’s love for me. 


The third page—Menu: 
HAM 
SWEET POTATOES LIMA BEANS 
BANANA NUT SALAD 
PICKLES 


COFFEE ROLLS 


STRAWBERRY SHORT CAKE 


The fourth page—Program: 
Leader—Charles Smith 
Invocation—Rey. R. Troutman 


M-—~y Best Friend 
Geraldine Troutman 
O—ur Mothers (Welcome) 
George Bowman 
T—hank You (Response) 
Mrs. G. V. Yonce 
H—onoring Our Mothers 
Mary L. Stoutamire 
E—arly Mothers of the Bible 
Elizabeth South 
R—eflections 
Preston Graves 
S—pecial Music : 
George Peery, Richard Peery, 
Charles Smith 
D—ear Mother Cares 
Nareanle eo 
—Parable For Mothers 
= Mary Elizabeth Welsh 
Y—our Song f i 
Murrill Bowman, Sidney Yonce 


Page Seyen 


Department 


Report of the Intermediate Secretary for Year 1934 © 


The following report of your Intermediate Secre- 
tary was presented to the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America at its annual meeting in 
Philadelphia, January 8th and 9th, 1935. On February 
Ist your Secretary closed his 9th year as incumbent of 
this office and humbly submits this report as follows: 

Another year has rolled by and another report is 
unscrolled before you. Therein as a beginning, a 
secretarial word of thanks is given to God for making 
adolescent youth so lovable, boisterous, energetic, loyal 
and in a dozen other ways captivating and challenging; 
and for the privilege and joy of being able to serve 
them another year. 

Like its several preceding years, 1934 may have 
been a “depression year” at large, but not a depressing 
one for the Intermediate Department. Interest and ae- 
tivity have increased in most instances. There have been 
some deflections and some regressions, but also some 
high top achievements and many progressions. Nor- 
mally speaking, the department has had its “ups and 
downs” which by and large measures life any way you 
look at it. 

Membership 

League membership is 694 and Leaguer membership 

an estimated 13,000. 


As the department increases in the number of 
Leagues, the opportunity for expansion decreases. Ac- 
cordingly, we can only report 58 new Leagues for 1934 
as over again 72 for 1933. However, there has been 
an unusually large number of churches, which at one 
time or another had Leagues, reporting a revival of 
interest and subsequent organizations of new material. 


The Sixteen Point Program 

The inner gauge with which to measure progress 
within the department is its 16 Point Program. Herein 
is briefly set down the major phases of a church-centered 
program for teen agers. In territories where this pro- 
gram is intelligently and vigorously promoted fine re- 
sults are realized. My last year’s report showed this 
to be the case in the instance of New York State. The 
January 1935 Review carries a less detailed report, but 
none the less exemplary for the State of North Caro- 
lina. In lieu of a composite report on the points met 
by all Leagues for 1933, a summary of League awards, 
representing 10 or more points gained, is 180, as over 159 
for 1932. 

Quarterly Helps 

The third year for this publication has not been so 
encouraging. Subscriptions have fallen off materially, 
so that at this writing a deficit of $135.90 must be cared 
for out of the general fund of the Luther League. Effort 
is being put forth to encourage a subscription suff- 
ciently large to make the Quarterly Helps a “pay as we 
go” proposition. Only time will tell if our efforts will 
prove successful. 


Japan Objective 
The Office Secretary’s report of the Japan objective 
credits the Intermediate Department with a total of 
$829.80 which isn’t at all bad. 
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Dues 

To date the Intermediates have done better toward 
meeting their National dues obligations than was the 
case in 1933. They were billed $808.10. They paid 
$596.30. The amount due is $211.80. Twenty-four dif- 
ferent State or Synodical groups of Leagues were billed 
for dues of which 12 paid in full, 9 in part and 3 noth- 
ing at all. 

Sustaining Memberships 

To this fund 41 Leagues contributed $167.00. Com- 
parative figures for the past seven years are interesting 
enough to put down here as follows: 


1928— 27 Leagues 
1929—- 49 Leagues 
1930— 60 Leagues 
1931—100 Leagues 
1932— 78 Leagues 
1933— 66 Leagues 
1934— 41 Leagues 


Doubtless the advent in 1932 of National dues for 
Intermediates is responsible in part for the gradual de- 
crease in giving to the Luther League of America 
through the Sustaining Membership Fund. 


National Essay Contest 

The New York State Intermediates last May chal- 
lenged the department at large to participate in a na- 
tional essay contest at the Charleston Convention in 
July, 1935. Plans are well under way for this novel 
event, and indications lead us to believe that six or 
more states will be on hand with picked essayists to 
throw down the gauntlet at the feet of the New York 
State representative. The November Review first car- 
rted notice of this contest, as have subsequent issues, 
and as will be the case until the judges declare a winner. 


Visitation 
Wherever invited by States, Districts and locals, or 
‘sent by the Executive Secretary afield, your Secretary 
has complied, with one exception, when sickness inter- 
ferred in attendance upon the Savannah convention. 


Topics 

The Literature Committee of the department 
couldn’t see eye to eye with the topic set-up for 1935 as 
submitted, through Secretary Harry. While we have 
not gone along with the same degree of accord as in 
the two previous years, still we haven’t gone far enough 
away to be called “a prodigal.’ We feel that a com- 
parative study of the two sets of topics will both prove 
our loyalty and our wisdom, 


Literature 

Since last meeting the department had a reprint 
made of its Revised 16 Point Program pamphlet. No 
other material, save for the Quarterly Helps and inci- 
dental mimeograph production, was published. How- 
ever, in the course of the year several pamphlets have 
been consumed, namely: “The Place of the Boy Scouts 
in the United Lutheran Church in America” and “Pro- 
gram Suggestions for Work Among Boys.” In addi- 
tion- the revision of our 16 Point Program necessitates 
a.reprint of the larger certificate used in connection with 
the giving of awards, etc. This reprint would have 
been necessary, nevertheless, inasmuch as the present 
supply is insufficient to meet the awardings of 1934, 
which marks the beginning of a second 5 year series. 
The department could well use a pamphlet on the gen- 
eral subject of “Dramatization” and another on the 


\ 
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“How to Sustain Interest in the Intermediate 


” 


theme 


League. 
In Conclusion 


As we look back over the nine years spent in 
League work we are grateful to God that He has done 
so much with so little, and regret that we have done 


so little with so much. 


Affectionately, 


BETWEEN THE BOOK ENDS 


“Gospel Guides to Daily Devotions,’ by Rev. A. 
J. Traver, D.D., United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price 8 cents each, 50 cents per dozen, 
$2.25 per 100. 

This pamphlet contains 32 pages and is prepared for 
daily devotions during Lent. The material set up is a 
scripture verse, comment and a prayer. You will like the 
style in which the writer presents the comments on the 
scripture verses. 

Young people should procure this pamphlet for 
Lenten devotions. A project for a League would be to 
purchase one copy for each member of the League. 


CALVARY 


Under an Eastern sky, 

Amid a rabble’s cry, 

A Man went forth to die 
For me. 


Thorn-crowned His blessed head, 
Blood-stained His every tread; 
Cross-laden, on He sped, 

For me. 


Pierced glow His hands and feet, 
Three hours o’er Him beat 
Fierce rays of noontide heat, 

For me. 


Thus wert Thou made all mine; 

Lord, make me wholly Thine; 

Grant grace and strength divine 
To me. 


In thought and word and deed 

Thy will to do. Oh, lead 

My soul, e’en though it bleed, 
To Thee. 


—The Pilot. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Page Nine 


The €ssentials of a Good Luther League 


(By Josephine Sorensen, Brush, Colorado) 


It is necessary that we should know what the 
Luther League is before we think of what is essential for 
a good Luther League. The Luther League is an organi- 
zation of young people “of the Church, by the Church 
and for the Church,’ and the Church claims first place 
in life. 

The organization’s practical program is characterized 
by a Christian motive. Our League should be centered 
around a definite, educational program, having a spirit- 
ual and practical content and aim. The League repre- 
sents God and the spiritual things and values. 


Many suggestions would arise if we were all asked 
what is essential for a good Luther League. There are 
sO many essentials that we cannot possibly mention 
them all. 


Necessity of Praying Members 

Upon first thought we may say the program is the 
most essential. I am sure we will all agree there is 
something more important than this. A good League 
depends much upon what the members are. It is very 
necessary that we are praying members. The members 
of our League must build a Christian character and this 
is developed and built by prayer. Everyone possesses 
character, but not all of us possess the same qualities 
of character. For the qualities of a Christian character 
we must go to the source of the world’s matchless char- 
acter—to Jesus Christ. Jesus prayed. Why should we 
not pray? Surely, if it was necessary for Jesus to pray, 
it must be so much more necessary that we pray. 


Jesus proved Himself worthy of our loyalty and ex- 
ample by building a character that is unique and out- 
standing in the history of mankind. He possessed such 
qualities. that we as League members should all strive 
for. Jesus loved—how wonderful it would be for each 
of us to love as He loved. Jesus was affectionate, benev- 
olent, compassionate, forgiving, faithful, courageous, 
humble and righteous. Such qualities as sincerity, un- 
selfishness, patience, obedience and purity did Jesus also 
possess. How many of these qualities do we possess? 
Only by prayer can we hope to possess such qualities, 
and because of these qualities the pattern of Jesus 
Christ becomes our challenge. 

Without prayer our League and our program would 
mean very little. But is it only necessary that we pray 
for our League and its programs? Certainly not. We 
as individuals need to pray for ourselves and our friends 
in order that we may help to make our League the 
best kind of a League. 

Jesus prayed many times a day and we cannot be of 
much value wherever we are unless we make use of 
prayer many times a day. We as Christian young people 
have something to thank God for and surely we have 
many things to talk to God about. Luke 23:40 reads, 
“Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” We see from 
this passage that we as young people must meet severe 
temptations in life and we must meet these temptations 
every day in some form or other. We have no doubt 


all met up with temptations in our young lives, but 
how have we met these temptations? It is therefore 
so good for us to know that we do not have to meet 
these temptations alone, but that we can receive help 
if we will only go to God in prayer for it. 


Sometimes the way of the cross seems stony, narrow 
and hard. God wants us to come to Him in prayer as 
individuals and also as a League as often as we are 
in trouble. When we are in sorrow or danger; are dis- 
couraged or in need, when we have sinned or want 
courage for our tasks, we are privileged to take these 
matters in prayer to our Father. Luke 11:9 reads, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” God invites 
us to come to Him with our troubles, but He also wants 
to be thanked and praised for the help He has thus 
far given us. 


When Moses was troubled in the task of leading the 
people to the Promised Land, he stopped many times to 
pray and to ask God for guidance. The Lord spoke unto 
him, saying, “I will be with thee, I will not fail thee 
nor forsake thee.’ We as League members must ever 
keep prayer first and uppermost in our lives—then God 
will not fail us. The Luther League seeks to en- 
courage, aid and support our Lutheran young men and 
women in holding aloft the banner of the crucified 
Christ, therefore it is very essential that we as young 
people make this League such an organization. 


Interesting and Edifying Programs 

The type of program we have in our League is very 
essential. An interesting program, one that interests 
the most of our members in all ways is important. A 
program is interesting if many people do many things. 
Each member should have some part in the programs. 
We cannot all do the same thing but there is some 
particular thing for each of us to do. Many topics can 
be used in our programs, such as inner, home and 
foreign missions; the lives and experiences of some of 
our Lutheran missionaries as well as a course of study 
of Christian characters, who in the field of home and 
foreign missions have achieved great things for God. 
There are historical subjects, such as “The Bible and 
Its Origin,’ or practical subjects such as “A Study of 
Our Creed,” “Choosing Our Friends” or a “Vocation.” 
Also the forms of programs we have been having in the 
past few months as well as the subjects that have been 
selected for the coming year. There can be many other 
subjects found which would make our programs very 
interesting. Not only should we think of the programs 
we have at our social meetings, but we should remem- 
ber the Bible studies we have. These Bible studies fur- 
nish much help for each one of us no matter into what 
field our work may take us. 

In order that the League may reach the highest de- 
gree of efficiency, every member ‘must be made to 
realize its importance, the need of its existence and 
greatness of its work. Each member should feel that 
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he or she is a vital part and has a real duty to perform 
and then be ready and willing to do it well, whether it 
be a part of the program or one of the many other 
important duties that may arise. We may bé asked to 
do various things and it is the duty of each of us to 
do that which we are asked, if it is at all possible. Some 
may not have the ability to do the same particular 
thing as well as another, but there is some thing for 
each one of us to do and if we do our best, in what- 
ever that may be, God expects no more than that of us. 


Attendance and Punctuality 

Attendance is very essential for a good and pro- 
gressive Luther League. Good attendance also includes 
punctuality. Any organizations will soon die if members 
are not interested enough to attend its meetings. There 
may be times that it is almost impossible for us to at- 
tend all meetings and activities, but with this goal in 
mind and a little extra effort put forth, we will find 
this much easier. Good attendance keeps a League alive. 
No one wants to belong to a dying concern. Everyone 
will support a live and growing concern. Therefore we 
must speak well of our League, speak well of our pro- 
grams and speak well of our leadership. Through us 
strangers should become interested in our League and 
its work, 

Readiness to Serve 

Service is also very essential for a good Luther 
League. The true and loyal Leaguer grows in the de- 
sire and readiness to serve. That becomes a part of lis 
or her nature. They want to do something and to be 
of service in the church and for the kingdom of God. 
Service as a required part in the life of a Christian is 
constantly in the forefront. We as members of our 
League should realize our duty and be willing and ready 
at all times to serve in good causes, especially in the 
various parts of church work. 


Not only is service essential for a good Luther 
League, but Luther League fits for service. It is a 
training school and essential in efficient church work. 
It is therefore essential that we give our efforts to the 
League and whatever it does that we as young people 
may be prepared for a greater service as we grow older 
and the work falls to us. There is much work that is 
yet to be done for Christ and it is our duty as young 
people to be of service, wherever we are and in what- 
ever form this service may be, that through our service 
and our lives we may bring other young people to know 
Christ. 


In the 25th chapter of Matthew we read of the 
parable of the talents. Service means making use of 
these talents. We have been blessed in various ways, 
but we have not all been blessed in the same way. God 
has, however, graciously provided us with the talent that 
we are capable of handling. If we do not develop and 
make use of this talent we will soon find it has been 
taken from us. In church work we find there are so 
many places to use all of these talents if we will but 
put them to the service for which they were meant. 

Service also requires giving. There are many people 
in our community as well as elsewhere who today are 
in great need. The service of giving to others less 
fortunate than ourselves is greatly needed today. In 
Acts 20:35 we read, “It is more blessed to give than to 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


receive.” There are in the world two kinds of people; 
those who are here to get all they can, and those that 
are here to give all they can. Those that have learned 
to share with others find, in the very sharing, a joy that 
can not be bought. We never know how to live until 
we learn how to give. Have we as League members 
learned how to give of our service, talents, or of our 
wealth? Let us ever keep before us the words so beauti- 


fully expressed in the following well known song: 


Give of your best to the Master, 
Give Him first place in your heart; 
Give Him first place in your service, 
Consecrate every part. é 

Give, and to you shall be given, 
God His beloved Son gave; 
Gratefully seeking to serve Him, 
Give Him the best that you have. 


It is not only necessary that we be of service in the 
way of giving to others, but let us not forget the finan- 
cial support that is needed for the Church. There is 
need of money everywhere today, but there is also need 
of money to keep the church and our League organi- 
zation alive as well as to keep, clothe and feed ourselves. 
God has also blessed us financially the way He thinks 
best. Is it too much that He expects us to give some 
of it in keeping up the work of the Church and for the 
furtherance of His kingdom? 

Of Livingstone it was said, “He gave his strength 
to the weak, his substance to the poor, his sympathy to 
the suffering and his heart to God.” He did all, in fact, 
because he had given his heart to God. At the present 
we are living at a time to test ourselves in this regard. 
Can the same thing be said of us as was said of Liv- 
ingstone? 


Loyalty 
Loyalty is another essential for a good Luther 
League. We have been trained by the Church in the 


fundamentals of our Christian faith and prepared for the 
day of confirmation. But during these early years only a 
small portion of the reservoir of Christian knowledge 
can be tapped, and that which we have learned must 
be repeated lest it be forgotten. We must be loyal in 
growing in Christian knowledge, study ever more dili- 
gently the Word of God, learn more and more about 
the history of the Church and devote a portion of all 
our leisure hours to serious study so that the future 
of the Church may be strengthened and may grow. 


The Luther League is striving for co-operation. 
Realizing that strength is found in union, we as Leaguers 
must work to the end that there may be a greater in- 
ward unity and more power for effective training and 
service among all our young people. With united front 
and combined resources it would withstand the dangers 
that confront us and render accumulated service to 
our Lord and Saviour which is impossible without or- 
ganization and co-operation. The spirit of co-operation 
will show itself in all our League work. 


It is then very essential for a good Luther League 
that we are praying members, that we are ever ready 
for service, are loyal and co-operative, and that we 
strive to obtain such qualities as our Lord and Saviour 
possessed. 


Christ has no hands but our han 
To do His work today; by 
He has no feet but our feet, 

To lead men in His way; 

He has no tongue but our tongues, 
To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our help, 

To bring them to His side. 
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Just A LITTLE NEWS THIS 


PENNSYLVANIA 


eer beets the year to give details concerning 
935) vention but announcemen i 

that it will be held in Altoona, at a date te Pa eee 
on alice One item concerning the convention can be mentioned, 
Bee ee we be a Ee eeley Exhibit, demonstrating the effi- 

a us istricts ir 5 ici i 

their various local newspapers. MiMi 6 
es On the whole, the work of the State has been carried aggress- 
ively into the new year, now well under way. Determined efforts on 
the part of a number of Districts are manifest in the work of 
extension. Also, plans for a large Pennsylvania delegation to the 
Charleston National convention are gradually crystalizing as an 
Increasing number of inquiries are received. 

_ The matter of radio broadcasting similar to that of Berks 
District Luther League is also receiving the serious consideration 
of several other Districts. 5 

_ Our regular survey of events throughout the State in the various 
Districts brings us the following to report at this time: 

Allentown District—Held a most successful conference of de- 
partmental workers in Salem Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, Saturday, 
January 19th at 2 P. M. The same day at 6 P. M. a conference of 
all local League Presidents was held in the form of a dinner at the 
Old Sun Inn, Main Street, Bethlehem, Pa. Also Allentown District 
sponsored a_concert by St. Olaf Choir of Northfield, Minn., in 
Allentown High School Auditorium, February 9th. : 

Altoona District finds the many details incident to a State 
convention taking considerable time. "Plans are under the guidance 
of Miss Cornelia Cathcart, District President. 

Erie District brings us what, for some may be old news. Paul 
Graf, Conference President, sort of “put one over” on his many 
friends—yes, he embarked on the sea of matrimony. This column 
extends heartiest (even though belated) congratulations! 

Berks District joined the many other Districts holding depart- 
mental workers’ conferences. The date was January 26th at St. 
Matthew’s Church, Reading, Pa. Another more recent item of 
interest was the District’s co-operation in the observation of Youth 
Week in all churches by the youth organizations of Berks. The 
theme was ‘‘We Serve the Master;’”’ the week of February 10-17, 
1935, was the time chosen. (Incidentally Berks District League 
has been providing considerable material of news value for the daily 
papers of the locality. Congratulations—keep it up, and be sure you 
seks good Berks exhibit in the Altoona convention publicity 
exhibit. 

Upper Lehigh Valley District brings us a personal note which, 
while not very recent, casts an interesting sidelight on the new 
President of the District, Rev. M. L. Wahrmann. Believe it or 
not—Rey. Wahrmann has been successful in shooting his first deer 
with only one shot. His witnesses are few but there were many 
“witnesses”? present on December 12th when he graciously tendered 
a venison dinner to the members of the District Executive Com- 
mittee and departmental workers at their Aquashicola meeting. 

Philadelphia District held its departmental workers’ and Presi- 
dents’ conference January 16th, Advent Lutheran Church, Philadel- 
phia. Another event of outstanding interest to all Philadelphia 
Leaguers was the fourteenth annual District banquet. This year 
it was held in Christ Lutheran Church, Upper Darby, Pa., and 
despite the fact that this church is located in the western part of the 
District, a large attendance developed. 

A few words about the activities of the Sectional Groups: As 
has been the custom for many years past, the Germantown Section 
“A” group sponsored a Christmas party for the Germantown Or- 
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It is still 
the 1935 State 


LIFE’S CENTER 

A fly-wheel is a fascinating thing to me. 
like lightning, and if it should swerve, by even the 
slightest breath, from its center, it would tear itself in 
pieces and the factory in which it is installed. I have 
often watched the great fly-wheels in Mr. Ford’s High- 
land Park Plant. They are so huge and powerful, and 
they go so fast that you can catch a spark of electricity 
from them by holding your knuckles close to the belts. 
They look as if they would tear the world to pieces if 
they ever broke loose. However, they run with perfect 
ease, poise, and silence, because they are perfectly bal- 
anced and centered. They have been adjusted; they 
have found their center. 

So, the life which has found its center in Jesus 
Christ, the life which has disciplined itself according to 
His standards, according to a definite, set loyalty to 
Him; the life which has found its control, its balance in 
Jesus; that life is a life of power. That man has what 
we call personality—William L. Stidger in “Personal 
Power; Doubleday, Doran & Co. 


It runs 
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MONTH From Over The Field 


phanage. Central-Northeast Section “B”’ 


is conducting a publicity 
campaign January Ist-May 31st, i faa ie ‘ 


( V 1935—the goal is to stimulate League 
interest and membership and to bring home to each local Leaguer 
his or her responsibility in service to the Master. West Section 
(c 5 oh wide-awake group, holding monthly rallies, well attended. 
In December at Prichard Memorial and in January at Trinity. Had 
a large delegation in attendance at the District banquet. 
; In closing it might well be said that the basic work of “preach- 
ing the gospel to every creature’ is being carried out in a more and 
more efficent manner in Pennsylvania through a steadily increasing 
realization of the fundamental need of publicity. An exchange of 
publicity plans and program with other State publicity chairmen 
would be welcomed by the undersigned. : 
ei MARVIN H. ECKARDT 
Publicity Chairman, Luther League of Penna. 
63 E. Hortter St., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OHIO 


_ The Springfield Federation of Luther Leagues held one of 
their inspiring banquets at St. Luke’s Church, Dr. E. E. Flack, 
pastor, on Wednesday evening, December 5, 1934. Group singing 


increased the fellowship, a short business session followed conducted 
by Ralph Krueger, President of the Federation, and the fitting 
climax of the meeting was presented in the form of a challenging 
message to young people by Dr. Clyde Xander, pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, Springfield. 

On December 9th the Springfield Federation again gathered at 
Fourth Lutheran Church to witness the film “Below White Top.” 
Miss Hulda Sallee gave very interesting running comments on the 
picture, telling of her own experiences there, and in conclusion made 
a very effective appeal for the missionary work that the Luther 
League of Ohio is attempting to accomplish there. A liberal offering 
was received to apply to Ohio’s objective, the equipping of the 
Health Clinic at Helton, Va. 

This film, depicting life in the mountains of Virginia, also drew 
a large crowd of Leaguers of Cleveland to Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Rev. H. B. Ernesberger, pastor. If any other groups are interested 
in showing the film, and we recommend it to all Leagues, they may 
write to the author, John W. Gable, 30 E. Gowen Ave., Mt. Airy, 
Philadelphia, Pa., for information and arrangements for date of 
showing. 

The emblem which is awarded each year to the Conference in 
the State winning the Luther League Review contest (held during 
the months of October and November) will be awarded this year 
to the Southern Conference. Congratulations! Our subscriptions 
were increased over 50 per cent this year. 

On January 27, 1935 the Tuscarawas tederation of Luther 
Leagues held their quarterly meeting at Beach City. The general 
theme was ‘“‘Life Service,’ and the Leaguers were divided into two 
groups, the boys and the girls, each group discussing “Openings for 
Life Service to Me.” A business meeting followed with Miss Faye 
Kugler, President of the Federation, in charge. In the evening 
pictures commemorating Luther’s translation of the Bible were shown. 
All the Leagues of the county were represented. Miss Havanna 
Amos, Life Service Secretary of the Luther League of Ohio, was 
in charge of the program. 

The Central Correlation Committee of the Luther League of 
Ohio at its recent meeting decided to sponsor St. Olaf’s Choir of 
St. Olaf’s College. The bringing of this famous musical organiza- 
tion to Springfield in the near future should be enjoyed, by all 
Leaguers in particular and everyone else interested in the enjoyment 


of the furtherance of better music.—P.J.R 
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GIVING CHRIST OUR BEST 

There is a lovely legend of a poor acrobat who, 
becoming a convert to the faith, entered a monastery as 
a lay brother. He was unable to write more than his 
own name, and could read only the simplest words with 
difficulty. To learn and repeat the Paternoster and the 
Credo presented an almost insuperable obstacle in his 
path. Yet he longed to show his devotion to his new- 
found Lord. Disheartened by his slow progress, what 
could he do? Ina remote gallery of the monastery hung 
a picture of Christ upon the cross, and gazing upon it 
in wonderment, suddenly an idea struck him. Laying 
aside his habit, he commenced to do his old acrobatic 
feats before the canvas. Then at last he sank to the 
floor. He was out of training and his efforts had ex- 
hausted him. While he lay there, the Christ slipped 
out from the gilt frame, and with gentle hand wiped the 
persperation from the old brow. It is only a legend, and 
of course there is nothing in it—except a sublime truth 
crudely bodied forth. While Christ merits the best serv- 
ice we can render, yet the smallest gifts He will not 
despise—J. W. G. Ward in “His Last Week”; Double- 
day, Doran & Company. 
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LIST of STATE and SYNODICAL LUTHER LEAGUE PRESIDENTS 


with Dates and Places of Conventions 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Emil W. Sass 

Box 37 

Lagunitas, California 
Next Convention: October 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Miss Mary Thorgrimson 
2256 W. 28th Street 
Los Angeles, California 
Next Convention: June 21-23, 1935, 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Los An- 
geles, California 


CANADA 

Mr. John H. Lauman 

21 Fisher Street 

Kitchener, Ontario 

Next Convention: September 6, 7, 1936 


CONNECTICUT 

Mr. Louis C. Schenk 

Cor Wea INE Ca eNG 

Norwich, Connecticut 

Next Convention: October 12, 13, 1935, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Meriden, 
Conn. 


FLORIDA 
Mr. Rolland J. Carman 
P. O. Box 2494 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
Next Convention: June 1935, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 


ILLINOIS 
Mr. David G. Christensen 
11330 S. Harvard Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 
Next Convention: September 1935 


INDIANA 
Mr. Ralph Miller 
1028 East Indiana 
South Bend, Indiana 
Next Convention: July 1935 


IOWA 
Mr. Arlo Ketelsen 
75 12th Ave: 3S 
Clinton, Iowa 
Next Convention: August 1935 


KANSAS 
Miss Aline Law 
314 W. Ash St., Vallette Apts. No. 3 
Salina, Kansas 
Next Convention: July 21-26, 1935 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


Mr. Chris. Hauf 

115 Oriel oe! 

Nashville, Tennessee 

Next Convention: June 19, 20, 1935; 
Nashville, Tenn. 


MARYLAND 
Mr. Fred P. Entler 
216 Winter Street 
Hagerstown, Maryland 
Next Convention: August 31-September 
2, 1935; Reformation Lutheran Church, 
Washington, D. C. 


MICHIGAN 
Mr. Harold Sundberg 
41 W. Kingman Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
Next Convention: July 1935 


MINNESOTA 
Mr. John Shannon 
155 Seventh Ave., N. W. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Next Convention: August 31-September 
29 


_ 


MISSISSIPPI 
Miss Beatrice Kinard 
R. No. 4 A 
Louisville, Mississippi 
Next Convention: July 5, 1935 


NEBRASKA 
Mr. Paul Wiegman 
722 N. Bellevue 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Next Convention: August 1935, Omaha, 
Nebraska 


GERMAN NEBRASKA 
Mr. Hugo H. Welchert, Jr. 
330 S. 18th Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Next Convention: August 7, 8, 1935 


NEW JERSEY 
Mr. John H. Rugge 
2701 Boulevard 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
Next rotons: August 31-September 
2, 193 


NEW YORK 
Mr. Alvin F. Thiem 
436 Cedarwood Terrace 
Rochester, New York 
Next Convention: sway 1935; Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Rochester, N. Y. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Miss Catharine Stirewalt 
Salisbury, North Carolina 5 
Next Convention: August 1935 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Mr. Alvin Petershagen 

702 34th ae: 

Everett, Washington 

Next Convention: September 1-3, 1935 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr. Luther C. Schmehl 
2 IN. Srxth (Street | 
Reading, Pennsylvania 
Next Convention: July 1935; Altoona, 
Pennsylvania 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Miss Jennie Fredericks 
1026 Greenwood 
Pueblo, Colorado 
Next Convention: Sentember 1935; Bar- 
nitz Memorial Lutheran Church, Den- 
ver, Colo: 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Miss Evelyn Caughman, 
Lexington, South Carolina 
Next Convention: August 1935 


TEXAS 
Mr. Walter W. Frehner 
1331 Peden Avenue 
Houston, Texas 
Next Convention: July 1935 


VIRGINIA 
Miss Thelma R. Graham 
Box 216 
Salem, Virginia 
Next Convention: Knoxville, Tenn. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Miss Norma E. Gantz 

1034 Virginia Avenue 
Fairmont, W. Va. 

Next Convention: June 1935 


WISCONSIN 


Mr. Clemens H. Zeidler 

504 N. 33rd Street 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Next Convention: August 8-10, 1935; 
Marinette, Wis. 


Dimes Attend Church; Dollars Go Automobiling 


There will be more dollars in the cash registers of 


While we are handing out dollars for the fluid that 


gasoline stations on Sunday than on the collection plates 
of churches. 

Going a mile or two in a car, requiring a few min- 
utes, costs more than an entire hour spent in a sanctuary. 

Asking for a dime’s worth of gas would require as 
much nerve as expecting a free seat in a theatre. 

The only place a 10 cent piece has any standing 
and is received with thanks is in the church which so 
many people neglect. It is the only place where it is 
real money. 

These remarks do not come from the pulpit, but 
from the pew, so the dollar-dime comparison must not 
be blamed on a minister. 

The church makes no complaints. Much of its time 
is spent in patient, watchful waiting as it sees cars filled 
with its members speeding by its open doors. 


speeds us on our way to pleasure, the collection plates 
are gathering the dimes needed to make the world what 
it ought to be. ’ 

People get more in church for a dime than can be 
secured anywhere else for a dollar, and it takes them a 
greater distance. 

A dollar bill does not take us very far in an auto- 
mobile and in a few hours somebody else has it. Part 
of it pays for what we get and the balance is the neces- 
sary profit to the man serving what we buy. 

The church does not work for profit. Therefore, 
it can give so much for so little. But there is a great 
deal of profit—all of it going to those who attend. 

Who will get our dollars and dimes tomorrow, the 
church or gas stations? A visit to both is possible, and 
many do it. 
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ATTEND THE LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 
In Romantic, Historic Charleston, South Carolina 
July 8-11, 1935 


Charleston, “America’s Most 
Historic City,” distinctive from 
other cities of the nation, with its 
wealth of interesting, unusual and 
historically important places, its 
art and architecture, priceless as- 
sociations and traditions, its world- 
famed gardens, offer to all who 
visit here an opportunity to en- 
joy and gain a knowledge and ap- 
preciation of a city every Ameri- 
can should see. A city to spend 
some time in and study. It is a 
veritable treasure house of Ameri- 
can history. Founded in April 
1670 by a group of English Colonists under a grant of 
Charles II, it soon attracted, under a liberal government, 
many desirable nationals from Germany, Scotland, Ire- 
land, France, Nova Scotia and other countries who sought 
freedom from religious persecutions, or new opportuni- 
ties on the new continent. From these pioneers were 
to spring many of the countries’ outstanding leaders, 
and here was the set-up of a new culture which attracted 
the attention of the world. 

Among the early settlers were many Lutherans. 
They took active part in the affairs of their new country 
and soon organized the first Lutheran Congregation. 
Among the beautiful old churches of the city, which 
every visitor is anxious to see, is St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, founded 1732. 

Charleston’s part in freeing the South Atlantic from 
pirates, its participation in the Indian, Colonial and Rev- 
olutionary Wars, War between the States as well as 
the comparitively recent World War, -has not been 
equalled by any other American City and here actually 
American History was made in great part. The city 
abounds with historic and beautiful spots. 

Still retaining the atmosphere of Colonial days with 
its architecture, stately gardens, fine old homes and 
wrought iron gateways, Charleston has blended the 
modern in the form of comfort and enterprise. Fine 
hotels and smaller inns to accommodate the transient 
guest or winter or summer visitor; theatres, quaint gift, 
antique and other shops and interesting artists’ studios 
are at hand. Splendid beaches, but a short distance over 
paved roads, a land-locked harbor and yacht basins, three 
golf courses, excellent hunting close by, fishing, yacht- 
ing, surf bathing and horseback riding are among the 
attractions for the visitor or sportsman. 

Charleston has a mild climate with an average mean 
temperature of 67 degrees and is a delightful year around 
place in which to live. It is a focal point by motor, bus 
—over all-paved roads—rail, steamship and air, and is 
served by express passenger steamers from New York 
and Florida ports, three trunk railways, three 
national highways and daily airplane service north and 


line 


south. 

To this quaint city with its unusual charm, the 
Luther Leagues from every part of the country will 
come to attend the Fortieth Anniversary Convention of 
the Luther League of America on July 8-11. They will 
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enjoy four days of inspiration, enlightenment, and fel- 
lowship. Besides this they will have time to enjoy the 
hospitality of the local Leagues in the sight-seeing and 
social affairs they are planning. 

Every Luther Leaguer should be looking towards 
July 8th, when they may share this wonderful oppor- 
tunity. Make your plans now and let’s meet in Charles- 
ton. 


CURIOUS SHOWERS 
(By Albert A. Rand) 

We are all familiar with the phrase, “raining cats 
and dogs.” While this may not be literally true, there 
are a great many cases where it has rained some strange 
things. 

Showers of blood have been recorded several times 
outside of the Bible accounts. In 582 and 1608, in 
France, the people were sent into panic by what they 
believed to be showers of blood. Clothing was spattered 
with the red drops. But they were proved to be not 
blood, but an excrement from a swarm of butterflies 
that had previously passed over the city. 

In many places where superstition has a firm hold 
on the people showers of other things than rain can 
easily send them into a panic. Thus a shower of sul- 
phur in one place was supposed to have come directly 
from the devil himself. But investigation proved that 
the sulphur was a pollen from pine trees which had 
been carried by the wind and then fell, mixed with 
raindrops. 

One of the strangest showers on record is a shower 
of ink which occurred some years ago in Montreal. For 
a time there seemed to be no explanation for the strange 
phenomenon, but finally the ink was found to be soot 
from forest fires which had been brought down by the 
raindrops. 

While it has never rained cats and dogs, it has 
rained fish on more than one occasion. Several showers 
of herrings are on record in Scotland. Tornadoes some- 
times suck up small fish, which later fall when the air 
currents have passed. 


In 1824 a curious bread shower occurred in Persia, 
when white and mealy rain fell. The sheep and cattle 
ate the substance and the people made bread of the 
white particles. It appeared to be a repetition of the 
giving of manna in the wilderness, and the people 
believed that it was bread from heaven. But scientists 
found the substance to be a kind of lichen that had 
been brought by the wind and then dropped—Exchange. 


THE SPIRIT OF HALLOWED LENT 
Take off the shoes from off thy feet, 
Draw near unto the blest retreat, 
Gethsemane; for this is holy ground, 
Where midnight zephyrs hushed their every sound. 


Where olive trees, each tender twig and leaf, 
Drank in His words and trembled at His grief; 
Where angels bending from the great white throne 
Saw Him who trod the wine-press all alone. 


His face and form and brow were wet 

With beads of blood and clammy sweat; 
And yet the prayer of God’s own Son 

Was, “Not My will, but Thine, be done.” 


O wondrous love, O fount of grace! 

To teach us to learn Thy steps to trace, 
To follow all Thy mournful way 

From Olivet to Calvary. 


And count all other things but loss 
To gain the blessing of Thy Grace. 
“All this Thou hast done for me, 
What have I done for Thee?” 
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THE LURE OF THE UNSEEN 

That is a good and well-prized story of Richard 
Coeur de Lion, captured and imprisoned in a secret 
dungeon in an old castle after the great Crusade. Blon- 
del, his favorite musician, went about as a travelling 
minstrel in determined pilgrimage to every castle gate, 
playing persistently there the king’s favorite strains. At 
last, one dreary day, the sobbing strains of the instru- 
ment without were answered by the imprisoned king in 
the dungeon. Once more thus the king was found and 
his throne regained. He had heard the lucid melodies 
of the unseen musician. Whether or no the famous 
story of the Lion Heart be true, I do know the lure 
of the unseen has been a saving fact among men. I have 
seen a man, or the wreck of a man, broken, and bruised 
and discouraged, abandoned by those he had loved, and 
written off their memory, make a strange new life 
among men. ‘There came vision one black 
night the glory of the invisible. It lured his halting 


into his 


feet. It painted new ideals before him. It glowed with 
hope. He struggled to his feet. The chain of habit 
snapped. A light streamed down from an unseen some- 


where, and today that man is a victor among us. No 
longer is he a despised “drunken bum,” but for long now 
he is a man of God and a noble minister of life and 
service. He caught a vision of the unseen.—M. S. Rice 
in “A Discontented Optimist,’ The Abingdon Press. 


STORING UP SUNSHINE 

Millions of years ago there was a beautiful forest 
where the sun shone down on the great trees and deli- 
cate plants of fairy-like tracery. Not a sunbeam escaped; 
the leaves and flowers and ferns drank in every bit of 
the warmth and light, storing it away so that they could 
not possibly lose their sunshine. 

Then a strange thing happened. The forest grew 
dark. The trees fell to the ground and were covered 
with earth. More, and still more, earth sifted down 
until the forest was buried deeply, and it turned hard 
and black, and was like rock down under the ground. 
But the locked-up sunshine was still there. 

After a long time men dug up the coal into which 
this old forest had changed. No one would know that 
coal once grew as a green tree, except that once in 
awhile the mark of a leaf is to be found on a piece. At 
least, we would not know until that piece of coal begins 
to burn. Then it glows with the warmth and light of 
the sunshine that it stored up so long ago and gives it 
back to us today. 

There is a gootl deal of sunshine all around us that 
some of us let slip by. There is the real sunshine of a 
beautiful day that you can feel, and enjoy, and remem- 
ber. The love of our friends, the pleasant time that we 
had last week, a bit of lovely music, the new book we 
enjoyed so much, and the birds and flowers that make 
outdoors such a pleasant place are all a kind of sun- 
shine. Suppose you try storing up as much of this 
sunshine as you can, and lock it up so that it cannot be 
dimmed, even if it should happen to get buried beneath 
dark days, discouragements and disappointments. If 
you are able to do this, you can give out sunshine to your 
friends just when they most need it. It will show itself 
in your smile, your kindness, your patience, and in your 
thoughtfulness for others——Exchange. 
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CHRIST LIVES IN EXPERIENCE 

Doctor Truett tells of a cultured young woman, 
whose spiritual nature was darkened by the direst skep- 
ticism. One day she said to the preacher, “Tntellectually, 
I just cannot accept your preaching that Christ rose 
from the dead as your Scriptures allege.” He suggested 
that for a moment she waive the question of the resur- 
rection; then asked, “What do you think of Him?” She 
replied, “I cannot find any fault with Him. Everything 
about His words and works and character appeals to 
me.” The minister then led her another step: “If He 
is the Son of God with power, do you wish to know it ite 
“Assuredly I do,” she answered. “Then,” said he, “you 
go alone and tell Him that you are vexed by doubt, but 
that you wish light, and that you are willing to yield 
yourself to Him, who has already won your admiring 
appreciation. Try Him in this experimental way.’ Next 
day she came with a radiant face, saying, “T cannot 
prove by outside proof that Jesus rose from the dead, 
but my heart knows of a surety that He is alive, for He 
has given life to me.’—Thomas J. Villers in “The 
Hurry Call of Jesus”; The Judson Press. 


SPRINGTIME IN THE SOUL 


When wake the violets, Winter dies; 
When sprout the elm-buds, Spring is near; 
When lilacs blossom, Summer cries, 

“Bud, little roses, Spring is here.” 


The sentiment of these lines of Holmes reminds us 
of that joyous outburst of gladness in the Song of 


Solomon: 


“For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 
the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle dove is heard in 
our land.” 


Springtime! New life everywhere! Flowers, birds, 
great fleecy clouds, genial sunshine, refreshing showers! 
People emerging from their winter’s hibernation! Joy! 
Gladness! 

The beauty and the fragrance of the springtime are 
symbolical of the dormant possibilities within the soul 
of man. As the earth is quickened into newness of life 
by the strength of the sun, so the soul of man, warmed 
by the power of God’s love, blossoms forth as the Rose 
of Sharon. 

As the power that clothes the earth im its spring 
verdure is God’s, so is His that which renews the soul 
of man. Science, art, education, culture, are no substi- 
tutes here. Purely secondary. New life in the soul of 
man comes “not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” 

Characteristic of the new life of the soul are beauty, 
joy, peace, and fruitfulness. There are seeds to be 
planted, fields to be cultivated, harvests to be gathered. 
The springtime is more than a joy time, it is a busy 
time, and the new born soul has much to do, if its beauty 
is to be worthwhile and its peace lasting. 


OF AN EVENING 

(With My Books) 
Shadows flitted to and fro in quaint design 
Patterned on wall and cushioned chair in this room of mine, 
While softly blowing on window pane the west wind passed 
Slipping through tree and reddening bush that brightly massed 
Round all the house and garden path. 
And my friends were all about me in their cloaks of red and blue 
And other shades now softened to a gentler hue, 
As by the fire I wandered through the ages old and new, 
Or listened with. growing wonder to the wisdoms told, 
Until moonbeams through the window stole. 


Wie VAIDIE DNR 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Page Fifteen 


THE CHRISTIAN CHOICE 


(By W. A. Visser ’t Hooft) 


We must choose. But what or whom shall we 
choose? If we put the question abstractly—that is, out- 
side the realm. of our actual, personal life—we shall 
never find an answer. For in the abstract, purely in- 
tellectual realm, that one element will always be lack- 
ing which alone can bring us to a choice: the element 
of compulsion, of becoming convinced and of being 
forced to accept, which is characteristic of the great 
discoveries of truth. A choice which is to become the 
basis of our whole life must have something of the 
inevitable about it and this happens in the realm of 
“being” rather than in the one of “thinking.” It is, 
however, the characteristic of the concrete choice that 
we can talk about it only in the form of description and 
not in the form of argument. For as a concrete choice 
it is concerned with facts and realities and not in the 
first place with ideas. 


Concrete 

The Christian choice, the choice for Jesus Christ as 
the one ultimate truth and as the standard for every- 
thing else in or around us, is such a concrete choice. 
It must therefore be told. That is why the New Testa- 
ment is such an amazingly factual book which even in 
its most argumentative parts bases itself completely on 
stories, or happenings. When it speaks of “preaching” 
it does not refer to preaching in our modern sense, as 
the presentation of interesting or uninteresting ideas, 
but rather to “heraldings’—the announcings of things 
that have happened and which demand to be communi- 
cated. What is the story of the Christian choice? 


There is somewhere and at some time in the world’s 
life a man called Jesus. The curious thing about Him 
is that He exerts such a strange fascination that in all 
countries and in all generations men are continually 
worrying about Him. Some follow Him, others attack 
Him, even more try to use His authority and name for 
their particular purposes. But few among those who 
count, who make and break the world, remain com- 
pletely indifferent to Him. 

On the whole, however, the intensive occupation 
with this man results in the extraordinary situation that 
there appear almost as many pictures of Him as there 
are attitudes of life. Every age, every party, every 
country, yes almost every individual tries to get Jesus 
on its side. 

Portraits 

Every age: there is an eighteenth century Jesus who 
looks strangely like a dignified free mason, and a nine- 
teenth century Jesus who resembles in all essentials an 
enlightened democrat of the liberal variety. 

Every party: there is the revolutionary Jesus of the 
communist Barbusse; the bourgeois Jesus of Bruce 
Barton; the pacifist Jesus of Tolstoy; the militarist Jesus 
of the Kaiser. 

Every Country: there is the Aryan Christ of Eyes? 
Chamberlain and of the “German Christians’; the 
Jewish Christ of the liberal Jews; the Russian Christ 
of Dostojewski; the Indian Christ of Radakrishnan. 

Some of these portraits are better than others. Some 
are naive or cynical attempts to exploit Jesus for some 
cause which has no imaginable relation to his message 


and mission. Others are attempts to honor him by 
bringing him as close as possible to the concrete reali- 
ties of our time. All however reveal a universal tend- 
ency to use this man for some extraneous purpose which 
does not originate from him but from some other source: 
We know the result. It is that the smoke-screen of 
contradictory conceptions of him has become so thick 
that many find it impossible to arrive at any personal 
estimate of the real man Jesus. 

If this were the end of the story we would better 
forget him and look elsewhere for help and leadership. 
But it is not. There is another side. While it is true 
that Jesus has at all times been interpreted in so many 
different ways that his real face has been hidden, he 
has also at all times broken through these interpreta- 
tions and thus been revealed. What I mean may best 
be illustrated by the story of Jesus’ visit to Nazareth. 
When his fellow citizens tried to lay hands on him “he 
made his way through them and went off.” Is this not 
what he has done again and again in the history of 
Christianity and what he does today? 


Scandal! 

There is in the Jesus of the New Testament a curious 
power of initiative, which no human efforts can break. 
It seems as if God himself had taken care that Jesus 
should never be successfully pigeonholed. The Jesus 
of the New Testament remains bigger, richer, more un- 
expected than any or all books and sermons about him. 
Those who have seriously tried to discover him have 
always been forced to confess that in the last analysis 
they could not fully understand or interpret him. He 
makes his way through us. Consider how he plays 
havoc with our standards of morality in denying the 
very foundation of our social morality which is exterior 
conformity and not (as he teaches) purity of motive 
before God. Consider again how he calmly contradicts 
our conceptions of what is rationally possible and what 
is not, with his conception of God’s personal care for 
all his creation, from men to sparrows. ‘The fact is 
that, whether we like it or not, the real Jesus scandal- 
izes us. But we do not realize it, because we are so 
hopelessly accustomed to him and are not sufficiently 
pagan to look on him with fresh eyes. The scandal 
consists in his turning upside down all our values: he 
prefers the poor in spirit to the enthusiasts for culture; 
Mary to philanthropic Martha; the children to the wise 
and experienced grown-ups. It becomes even more pain- 
ful when he claims to be the Messiah, the one and only 
bridge between God and man. And it finds its climax 
in his conscious acceptance of death on a cross, in which 
he bids us to see a great act of God, in fact the central 
event in the whole history of mankind. Before this 
Jesus, the Jesus presented in the Gospels, we can only 
conclude that he cannot be fitted in with our standards 
and conceptions, that we cannot really “understand” 
him, understanding means to give him a place in the 
known world in which we really live. We must agree 
with H. G. Wells that “he is too big for our small hearts.’ 

Alternative 

The situation is then that we must choose between 

Jesus and ourselves as we are. Since we cannot fit him 
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in with our world we stand before the alternative either 
to forget him or to let ourselves be fitted in with his 
world. If he really goes his own royal way, we must 
decide between that way and ours. 

The Christian is a man who has faced this choice 
and who has come to the conclusion that Jesus is right 
and that he himself was and is wrong. To him it has 
become the simple truth of his life that Jesus speaks 
with authority and not as the scribes, not as the philoso- 
phers, the scientists, the theologians—and not as the 
little philosopher, scientist or theologian in himself. He 
has discovered that if there is a contradiction between 
Jesus’ world and our world, this means that our world 
is abnormal, out of joint, and that his is normal and 
true. He ceases therefore to ‘interpret’ Jesus and 
simply listens to him. He does not eternally interpret 
him. He is willing to throw all “truths” away, to get 
hold of this truth. He sells all his pearls for the pearl 
of great price. 

Star 

But why should he be willing to run this extraordi- 
nary risk? And what is this unique authority which he 
finds in Jesus? 

If he dares to make this claim it is that in and 
through Jesus he hears a call, a personal demand ad- 
dressed to himself. He becomes aware that Jesus repre- 
sents God’s question to man. And Jesus asks, “Whom 
do you think that I am?” he is forced to reply. “Thou 
art the Son of the living God” for as he listens to Jesus 
he feels that a hand is being laid upon his life, and he 
recognizes the God whom he has been seeking all the 
time. The meeting with Jesus becomes the crucial event 
of his life. Through Jesus God says, “You are mine.” 
And he knows now that the whole of his life depends on 
one thing only, namely whether he will respond to God, 
now and again and again. 

He may know little theology and have only vague 
ideas of all that Jesus stands for. One thing alone is 
certain, that so far he has been moving in a chaotic 
world, pushed in all directions by forces inside and out- 
side himself, and that now he has found the center of 
it all, the one sure orientation point, the guiding star. 
This fact, the fact of God intervening through Jesus 
in his life, is the one thing that really matters to him. 
He can not set out on his road and this time his diffi- 
cult journey will at least have a goal. 


To those who have thus chosen, Jesus is the one 
touchstone of all that they find in or about themselves. 
Not merely is he a more remarkable hero or a great 
prophet or an inspiring example. He is simply the way, 
the truth, and the life. Nothing is good, except it be good 
in his sense. Nothing is true except it can stand his 
test. He is the point for which Archimedes looked in 
vain when he exclaimed, “Give me one steady point out- 
side the world and I will lift the world out of its joints.” 

It may be remarked that this view of Jesus remains 
after all quite as subjective as all others since the very 
idea of choice implies that in the last analysis the object 
chosen depends on the chooser. Is not this authority of 
Jesus finally equivalent to the authority of our own ex- 
perience and insight? 


Perspective 
It all depends whether we look at the Christian 
position from the outside or from the inside. From the 
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outside it is of course simply one position among others 
and no more than a purely human and therefore relative 
and fallible attitude. But from the inside, that is from 
the point of view of those who have chosen, it looks 
quite different. For they cannot forget that their de- 
cision for Christ was a decision against their own au- 
thority, against their own conceit and pride and to them 
therefore it is inconceivable that the truth of Christ 
should depend on their assent. Of course they are 
deeply involved in the process and not merely in a 
passive way, but once the great turning point has come, 
they have parted with their autonomy and given their 
freedom away. 


But cannot they take it back again? Does not the 
chosen leader finally depend for his position on the will 
of the people? The fact is that in choosing the Chris- 
tian discovers that he does not really give away some- 
thing that belongs to him but rather that he gives back 
to God what had always belonged to God and what he 
had stupidly tried to keep for himself. The leader 
which he would appoint proves to be the born leader 
who has been ruling all along by his own right. 


Is it possible for a modern person, bathed in the 
atmosphere of relativity, aware of the immense variety of 
religions and accustomed to the long perspectives of 
history, to make this choice which really means, as a 
friend once put it to me, to hang the whole world on 
one nail? 


I do not say that it is easy. I know something about 
the objections that may and should be made and I make 
them myself almost every day. But here again we find 
that curious turning of the tables by which it seems that 
the initiative is taken out of our hands. When Jeremiah 
says that God has overcome him, when the apostles say 
that Christ has chosen them, when Francis Thompson 
describes the whole process between God and himself 
as a process in which God pursues and he is fleeing— 
they mean that there is a moment when all our objec- 
tions are overruled. The momentum of the reality which 
comes to us breaks through our power of resistance. 


On our side, all depends on our sense of propor- 
tion. As long as we are still convinced that we are get- 
ting along pretty nicely and that the world is not so bad 
as it is; as long as we still think that a little more intelli- 
gence or education or good will may put things right in 
our own lives and in the world; in short as long as we 
still think in petty bourgeois dimensions—the choice for 
Jesus Christ as the only helper looks rather silly and at 
best superfluous. But when life becomes great and ter- 
rifying, when the abyss of our own heart and of the 
world’s power for evil begin to startle us; when we 
know that great ills demand great remedies and when 
we see that all our rational and moral resources seem 
dismally out of proportion with the situation which 
they are supposed to tackle—then it looks just a little 
less impossible that God should have to do something 
unusual to help us. 


Today God forces us again to see these real propor- 
tions of life. We should therefore all be on the look- 
out for something big enough to meet the immense need 
of our world and of our own hearts. Is there anything 
in heaven or on earth truly sufficient except Jesus Christ? 


—FAR HORIZONS 
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SENIOR DEPARTMENT TOPICS 


MONTHLY THEME:—“PRAYER LIFE” 


March 3, 1935 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
KEEPING LENT 
Isaiah 58:5-8; Ephesians 4:25-32 
(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports) 


(The Topics Quarterly contains the program and_ further 
thoughts on the topic. The leader should have this help given in 
the Quarterly Topics for planning and promoting the meeting.) 


The beginning of the Lenten season suggests to us 
many things concerning its proper observance. As a 
season of fasting it is safe to say that it will not be 
generally recognized. But as a season of self-denial 
and self-sacrifice it ought to be observed by all Chris- 
tians. To get a better understanding of Lent, that we 
might get the Lutheran conception of observing Lent, 
let us present: 


The History of Lent 

The arrangement of the Christian church year is 
not of divine ordinance, but is observed by common con- 
sent in Christendom. In the days of the apostles the first 
day of the week was chosen as a day of worship (I Cor- 
inthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10). Later Christians began 
to feel the need of festivals celebrated in special re- 
membrance of the wonderful works of God. We are 
principally concerned with the festival of Lent in our 
discussion. 

The word Lent is derived from the old Anglo-Saxon 
“Lencten” which has the same stem as the German 
“Lenz’ meaning springtime. This name is applied to 
the time of fasting before Easter, which during the 
centuries has varied from forty hours to six weeks. It 
is now universally understood to last from Ash Wed- 
nesday to Easter, a period of 40 days, excluding Sun- 
days which are not observed as fast days. 


The Customs of Lent 

The custom of observing Lent is very old. Accord- 
ing to some of the Church fathers, the duration of this 
period of fasting varied among different people and 
groups of people. At the time of the Reformation some 
radical enthusiasts discarded the observance of Lent. 
Luther on the other hand rebuked these fanatics and 
showed the practical wisdom of his conservatism. He 
realized that if kept in the right manner and observed 
in the Christian spirit, Lent would be productive of 
much spiritual good to the eternal welfare of many a sin 
burdened soul. How can you verify this fact? Have 
you experienced any good results from keeping Lent? 
What were the results? 

In many countries preceding Lent the so-called 
carnival plays developed. These were dramatic presenta- 
tions, declamations, dances, processions and the like, 
usually staged by amateurs. Poets like Hans Sachs 
wrote plays for these carnivals. 

In Paris there was a great procession on “Mardi 
Gras” (Fat Day) and on the last day of the carnival a 
“fat” ox is led through the streets and following in a 
car was a child called the king of the butchers. The 
“Mardi Gras” at New Orleans is a relic of this carnival. 

Shrove Tuesday was the last day of the carnival. 
On this day the people received absolution after con- 


fessing their sins. In Rome, as a closing revel, every- 


one in the crowd carries a lighted taper and tries to ex- 
tinguish every other taper, but to keep his own lighted. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. 
Ashes seen on the heads of persons coming from the 
Catholic churches is a sign of repentence. 
in sackcloth and ashes.” 

Ash Wednesday has a deep significance for a devout 
Christian. It means that we come and “behold the 
Man” who was wounded for our transgressions and in 
whom is our peace in life and our hope in death. We 
need the sobering influences of these Lenten meditations 
in our daily life. We need the spiritual uplift which 
must come from a closer scrutinizing of our Saviour’s 
anguish. 


“Repentence 


Hymns of Lent 

Hymns play a most important role in the Lenten 
season. The nature of the hymns is striking, profound 
and celestial. Make a comparison between the Christ- 
mas and the Lenten hymns: “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing” and “O Bleeding Head and Wounded.” 

Have someone play a Lenten hymn and ask the 
group for its name and if possible its author. Ask the 
group to select their favorite Lenten hymn. Analyze 
this favorite hymn. To whom is the hymn addressed? 
Is it a hymn of meditation or a hymn of reaction to 
certain things which are seen? 

How Should We Keep Lent? 

While no biblical injunction demands the observ- 
ance of these weeks, there are dictates of another kind 
that do, namely: the necessity of our human natures. 
All of us need rest and change of thought. The Saviour 
Himself told His disciples to go apart and rest—a special 
season of days for it. The Master enjoyed times of 
prayer and communion with God. If He found it help- 
ful ought not we? He, the sinless Saviour, sought re- 
pose; how much more should His faulty followers? 

The earthly attractions become spiritual distrac- 
tions. Do our daily tasks, various enjoyments and so- 
cial engagements crowd our souls’ needs to the wall of 
neglect thereby deadening all sense of the unseen? 

To have these distractions for a season and listen 
to the still small voice is the duty Lent calls us to per- 
form. If we enter into the spirit of Lent, we shall be 
refreshed and strengthened into every good work. Let 
us therefore keep it by the renewing of our minds that 
we may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
preferred will of God. 

The Roman Catholic conception of Lent with its 
fasts, rites, customs, etc., sometimes fail to meet the 
demands we naturally expect. When these are ob- 
served in sincerity and not as mere form, they may have 
some value; but they do not give us the best helpful view 
of Lent. They are mere externals copied with ease. 

The Lenten season when properly regarded, calls the 
souls of men to self-examination in the light of the 
teaching of Jesus; to the fellowship with God; to medi- 
tate on the divinely revealed truths and the drift of our 
daily living, with prayer for heaven’s help in our prob- 
lems, which are many in these days of unrest and dis- 
quietude and for its calm and peace amidst the tumults 
and temptations of early life. 
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Lent is a penitential season in which we as youth 
should withdraw from the worldly attractions and gaze 
upon the cross—its meaning for Jesus—its meaning for 
us—its meaning for the world. 

To this end the sermons and the church services 
are directed. It would give our pastor much comfort 
and cheer if we would avail ourselves of this splendid 
opportunity to meet with Him and those of our associ- 
ates in the Christian faith in these weeks of Lenten 
devotions. 

Lenten Suggestions 

Attendance at the church services. “Loyalty to 
Christ in Church Attendance.” Read the Bible daily 
(daily Bible readings as suggested in the Topics Quart- 


erly). Make use of a Lenten meditation pamphlet 
(“Gospel Guides to Daily Devotions’ by Amos John 
renee), 

Pray— 


Honma pure heart, 
For a kind heart. 
For greater generosity. 
For a right knowledge of one’s own shortcomings 
and sins. 
For forgiveness of sins. 
Render some definite work of service for the Church 
and Christ. 
Help others to come to know Jesus as their Saviour. 


Questions 
Why is it a good thing to observe Lent? 
Should we be more or less sociable in Lent? 
What is fasting? 
Should a Christian ever fast? 
Compare Matthew 9:14-17 with Matthew 28:20. 
What change should be made in our Luther League 
meetings during Lent? 
Should we stress self-denial in observing Lent? If 
so, in what way? 
To walk with the Saviour through His passion 
To flee from the things that draw us from His side; 
To pray that the hallowed influence 


Of the sacred season shall abide— 
These are our Lenten tasks. 


March 10, 1935 
First Sunday in Lent 


COMMITTED TO GOD 
Psalm 37:1-5 
(By Rev. Oscar W. Carlson) 


Aim: To see that prayer is a part of every human make-up 
and that effectual Christian prayer has a background of knowledge 
and faith; to show that consecration and prayer go hand in hand; 
and to lead us to make some preparations that we may be led by 
the Holy Spirit to commit our lives to God. 

Additional scripture material: John 15:1-10; Psalm 121. 
an Suggested hymns: The Parish School Hymnal, 278, 121, 190, 
Prayers: Under section called ‘Collects and Prayers” in the 
Common Service Book select prayers suitable to the subject. Ask 


two people to prepare prayers for consecration of our lives and 
opportunities. 


1. Prayer as a universal habit. It is not foreign to our nature. 
A complete human nature requires prayer. It is the shortest 
path to God. Our moods determine the quality of our pray- 


ers; but a Christian rises above moods because he has a 
background of faith and experience. 


2. When prayer is not effectual or seems superstitious, what is 
wrong with the individual? What is meant by “effectual 
prayer”? When does prayer sound like magic? 

3. “Commit thy ways unto the Lord.” Every one would have 
his own way of expressing his idea and experience of com- 
mitting himself to God. “Consecration” is a badly worn 
word, but we must forever keep its meaning. When we pray 
for consecrated lives what should we anticipate in the answer? 


4, Personal preparations for a committed life. Consult Luther’s 


explanation of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed. “The 
forgotten Person of the Trinity is the Holy Spirit.” It is 
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yor that leads us 
the Word) of God and not the word of man Q 
to consecration. Choosing our conduct. A close touch with 
Jesus through the Church and private devotions. 


Questions : : 
What differences are there in the prayer of a savage and a 


Christian ¢ ‘ aes 
What are the underlying causes of people not praying? . 
Does the individual play a part in the answer to prayer: 
Does Christian prayer require consecration? 

The Instinct to Pray 

Prayer is an old habit. It is found among men of 
all races and ages. As the flowers turn to the sun so 
have men turned to their God. It is natural to pray. It 
is not an acquired characteristic. People who do not 
pray have lost an essential part of their humanity. That 
is as fatal to the soul as the loss of appetite may be 
fatal to the body. 

The nearest way to God is the pathway of prayer 
as the shortest way home is the path across the fields. 
Augustine said, ‘“Thou hast made us for thyself, and our 
hearts are not at rest until they rest in Thee.” Prayer 
can bring us peace not of our own making that puts us 
above the perplexities and demands of time. It is in- 
dispensable to a vital religion and a wholesome life. 

Our moods dictate the nature of our prayers. Some- 
times circumstances compel us to pray. We may be in 
trouble or face trial; then like David we cry unto the 
Lord, “The troubles of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
me out of my distress.” Or we may break forth because 
of sheer joy or unalloyed happiness, “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name.” Between these two extremes of utter necessity 
and spontaneous joy can be ranged the whole scale of 
human emotions, each of which has an appropriate 
prayer. , 


The Character of Christian Prayer 

A Christian, however, does not depend upon his state 
of mind to lead him to pray. He is thankful that the 
instinct to turn God-ward is deeply rooted in his make- 
up. His prayer life is above all an expression of his 
faith in God revealed in the person and life of his 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. This faith the Holy Spirit helps 
him to have and to hold. As a part of his program of 
religion the believer prays daily, and as Paul advises he 
is always found praying. ‘My voice should Thou hear 
in the morning, O Lord, in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto Thee, and will look up.”~ * 

Have you ever felt that prayer seemed artificial, al- 
most superstitious? Not many people have escaped at 
one time or other this feeling. It is a serious question. 
If we make a thorough examination of the person who 
asks the person we usually discover something wrong 
with the individual. He has either a moral problem or 
an intellectual problem. The fault does not lie in prayer 
but with the one who prays. When a man begins to 
doubt the Christian teaching about God he will also 
doubt whether prayer does any good. When a person is 
living with a secret sin or living openly a life of sin he 
will scoff at prayer. Without earnestness and sincerity 
in knowing and following Jesus Christ one can not have 
a helpful prayer life. 

Jesus accurately and beautifully summed up all the 
secrets of prayer when He said to His disciples, “If ye 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 
we have our subject in Jesus’ own words. 
are forever true. 


There 
His words 
The assurance that prayer is effectual 
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lies in consecration, the committing of our lives to the 
only wise God, our abiding in Christ Jesus. Without 
the whole-hearted giving of ourselves to God prayer is 
not far removed from magic. Without faith in 
goodness and without confidence in Christ, who has 
made God known to us, prayer sounds like mockery. 
The Christian prayer has a background of trust, obedi- 
ence and consecration. 


A Committed Life 

The life that has been committed to God is a life 
leased perpetually to God. God holds the title to all we 
have and are. It is, one may be sure, the grandest ex- 
perience given to men. It is the fulfillment of divine 
grace and love. Paul had it, and tells us about it in 
the second chapter of Galatians. “I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me.” Philips Brooks described it once in a sermon 
as “the soul forgiven * * * the soul to which the 
cross is everything * * * the soul living every day 
in the richness of the new reconciliation to the Father 
~ + * the soul that values all it has and does as a 
tribute to its Redeemer and Lord.” 

As much as we would like to learn and practice all 
that consecration means once and for all now, it seems 
that most of us must learn this lesson daily and master 
more and more of its meaning as the days go by. Dr. 
Paul Strodach of our United Lutheran Church in his 
book, “Oremus” has a little prayer of which one line is, 
“And as I am able to learn teach me Thy lessons.” 
Frances Havergal who wrote the beautiful hymn, “Take 
My Life and Let It Be,” said that every year this hymn 
brought to her new meaning as she endeavored to prac- 
tice what she preached. 


God’s 


Consecration and Answered Prayer 

Prayer easily degenerates into begging. But if we 
have committed our lives to God we do not beg; we 
open our lives to receive what God waits to give us. 
From this air we breathe to the peace that passeth 
understanding He is the giver of only perfect gifts. 
Jesus said, “Henceforth I call you not servants but 
friends.” A friend seeks to bless a friend. No begging 
is required. If we abide in Christ and His words abide 
in us it is as natural that our prayers be answered as 
that day should follow the night. When there is love 
between father and son, all that the father has is at the 
son’s disposal as he needs it and learns to use it. When 
the impulses and desires of our lives develop out of our 
knowledge and faith our prayers are such as God has 
always wanted to answer. 


Helps Toward a Committed Life 

As Lutheran young people we learned in Luther’s 
Catechism that we can not by our own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ our Lord or come unto Him. 
The Holy Ghost has called us through the Gospel, en- 
lightened us by His gifts, and sanctified and preserved 
us in the true faith. It is not we ourselves who fashion 
life into the pattern of Jesus. While we must do our 
part, of course, the most important thing to remember 
is the work of the Holy Spirit in a committed life. 

On our part we must recognize that the fashion of 
this world passeth away. The world is too much with 
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us. On every side efforts are made to convince us that 
if we use the right tooth paste, ride in the right car, and 
read the right book, we will be happy and successful. 
From every page in God’s book and from any page of 
human experience we learn that our highest welfare is 
wrapped up in the Christian religion and not in the ways 
of the world about us. 

Again we can choose to do those things which lead 
us to God rather than those things which lure us from 
Him. When a cup of coffee at night kills sleep, do not 
drink coffee. If a moving picture appeals to the instincts 
which are debased by evil imaginations, do not see it. 
If a friend awakens noble sentiments, be with him often; 
if the stars bring intimations of God look at them fre- 
quently. We must use all the means of grace provided 
for us in the Lutheran Church. As well expect to find 
an astronomer without a telescope as to see a committed 
life without a Bible in constant use. We should have 
our own times for prayer and Bible reading in addition 
Pre- 
paratory service and Holy Communion should be at- 
tended prayerfully and hopefully. The essential human 
constitution in every religious activity is the heart and 
soul of the believer. Sincerity and earnestness in prayer, 
scripture reading, worship, and in every religious oppor- 
tunity or responsibility will lead inevitably 
mitted life. 


to the regular hours maintained in our churches. 


to a com- 


Quotations 


Have Thine own way, Lord, 
Have Thine own Way! 
Thou art the Potter, 

I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me 
After Thy will, 

While I am waiting 

Yielded and still. 


“As soon as we lay ourselves entirely at His feet, we have 
enough light given us to guide our own steps; as the foot-soldier, 
who hears nothing of the councils that determine the course of the 
great battle he is in, hears plainly enough the word of command 
which he must himself obey.’’-—George Eliot. 

“Rest in the Lord; wait patiently for Him.” In Hebrew this 
sentence from the psalms reads, “Be silent to God, and let Him 
mould thee.’ Keep still and the Lord will mould thee to the 
right shape—Martin Luther. 


March 17, 1935 
Second Sunday in Lent 


GETTING DIRECTION AND POWER 
John 16:13-16 
(By Rev. Oscar W. Carlson) 


Aim: To see how men become lost in a complex civilization 
unless they are guided by the Holy Spirit and how without the 
Spirit they can not live Christ-like lives; to learn something of the 
Holy Spirit who leads us into truth and grants to us strength to do 
what by our own strength we could not do. 

Additional scripture material: Acts 2:1-13; Galatians 5 :16-26. 

Suggested hymns: The Parish School Hymnal, 115, 232, 239, 
288. 

Prayers: Under section called “Collects and Prayers” in the 
Common Service Book read prayers written for divine guidance 
and help. 

1. Our greatest need is something to live by. The things for 
which we can live are not diminished, and the means of 
living are increasing. When true religion decreases the power 
by which men live decreases. Some things that must be 
overcome. 

2. The Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, is our helper. Can we 
get an appreciation of the tremendous meaning of the strength 
of God2 A few moments of meditation will help. Study the 
first Pentecost for its effect on the disciples. The spirit- 
guided life is not a fanatical life; it sets affection on the 
Kingdom of God, and puts the means of life in their proper 
place. How to pray for guidance. 

Additional material: “Bible Teachings,” Stump, Chapter 14, 
page 49. “The Christ of Every Road,” Stanley Jones, Chapter 5. 
Ask the pastor to tell you about the Oxford Group meetings. This 
movement is treated in the Atlantic Monthly, July and August 
issues, 1934. 

Questions: , ; 

In your observation and reading have you come to any 
conclusions about men’s need for higher purposes? 
What are they? 
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Does life tend to become increasingly complex? If so, in 


what way does this affect religion? 

Describe some experience in life in which you were guided 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Often in the scriptures men are spoken of as ‘filled with 
the Spirit.” Mention several ways in which spirit- 
filled men differ from other men. 

Wanted: Something to Live By 
Men have plenty to live for, sufficient to live on, but 
they do not have enough to live by. This is the serious 
conclusion of a world famous psychologist who has 
studied and helped many mentally and soul sick people. 
He means that men still have home, children, country, 
church, good name, God, and honor to live for as they 
have always had; that in spite of the recent depression 
the poorest of us have just as much to start on as some 
of the greatest servants and benefactors of our race had 
to start with; but for some reason men lack the driving 
power that leads to distinguished living. The power to 
live on large dimensions is wanting. The truth is that 
while all around us the means of living have been in- 
creased and improved, we are not achieving much that is 

notable in personality, character and virtue. 


Several factors have contributed to the spiritual lag 
and let down. In the first place civilization has become 
more and more complex. The infinite variety of things 
baffle us. Statistics have been gathered which show that 
“100 years ago the average man had 72 wants of which 
16 were necessities; whereas the average person today 
has 484 wants, of which 94 are necessities.’ One hun- 
dred years ago there were 200 articles for us; today 
32,000 different things are urged upon us. The trouble 
seems to be that we get lost in the machinery of living. 
We have not enough far reaching purposes for all the 
tools at our command. 


Furthermore and adding to the confusion has been 
the false emphasis on success in accumulating money 
and in holding power. Too many of us think of suc- 
cess in terms of money and position. Where the air is 
surcharged with materialism and pleasure religion does 
not have much chance to lead and guide. Fortunately, 
most of us, too, have been chastened in spirit by experi- 
ence, and if we are truthful we will gladly confess that 
money and power are false gods which betray their 
worshippers. Men have been robbed of “something by 
which to live’ by the pagan philosophy that life is an 
endless experiment in self-expression. Sometime under 
the name of “humanism” most of us have heard that “life 
is a disease on the epidemis of a planet itself doomed to 
extinction.” If life hasn’t any spiritual significance the 
inevitable result is that the sex instinct and the desire 
for pleasure will be over-emphasized. Such unchristian 
teachings have created an army of disappointed and dis- 
illusioned people who instead of seeing their own sin 
and mistake cry out that life is a futile enterprise. In 
God “we live and move and have our being.” No 
wonder it is that men have not enough to live ye” Te 
they have given up God. 


The Spirit of Truth Is Our Helper 
Living a triumphant Christian life has never been as 
easy as falling off a log. It has always taken courage, 
faith, and prayer. Jesus Christ is the great uplifter of 
our souls. Each age creates new obstacles in the path of 
spiritual success, and we must rise to remove them or 
overcome them. Our aim as followers of Jesus Christ 
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is not merely to exist unharmed by the world, the flesh, 
and the devil; nor to bite our teeth and grin until it is 
all over. We want to live hopefully, enthusiastically, 
and sacrificially for God, and truth and righteousness. 
To do this we need the strength of God. This is the 
climax of our study. The strength of God! Not some- 
thing to talk about only. But to have it. To use it. 
To upset the world with it. To conquer sin and tempta- 


tion by it. Something to live for? Yes, we have that. 
Something to live on? Yes, enough of that. Something 
to live by? The strength of God! No, not enough of 
that! Something to live by * * * the strength of 


God. There are no boot-strap lifting devices that will 
make us strong. It is only by the power of God that we 
can live victoriously over sin, flesh, the devil, the world, 
and the staggering weight of the endless attractions 
surrounding us. 

Our text contains the beautiful and profound words, 
“When the spirit of truth is come, he will guide you 
into all truth.’ The spirit of truth is another name for 
the third person of the Trinity. In our Lutheran Church 
the usual name employed is the Holy Ghost. Other 
names by which the Holy Ghost is known are Com- 
forter, Paraclete, and Holy Spirit. In the chapter from 
which the text is taken Jesus tells His disciples that 
after He has gone away, that is, after His ascension, God 
would send them the Holy Ghost who would help and 
guide them in the Christian life and career. “I will not 
leave you alone. I will not leave you comfortless and 
unaided.” From God and from Jesus Christ comes the 
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, to guide and empower 
all believers. 

Christ’s promise was fulfilled ten days after our 
Lord’s ascension. Pentecost is the name given to the 
day and the event. Every year in the Lutheran Church 
about seven weeks after Easter the Festival of Pente- 
cost is celebrated. It is one of the major festivals of 
the Church, and when we learn to fully understand that 
we can live the Christian life only with the Holy Spirit’s 
aid, we shall think as highly of Pentecost as we do of 
Christmas and Easter. 

But it is not enough to celebrate the historical 
events in our religion. In some measure these events 
must be re-enacted in our own lifes. Our'hearts must 
be Bethlehems and open sepulchres. Someone has said 
that Christianity is not a reminiscence but a revolution. 
We need a personal, intimate Pentecost. The disciples 
were imbued with the divine Spirit; they were spirit- 
filled men, otherwise they would never have driven a 
wedge into the history of the world and cleft history 
into “Before Christ” and “Anno Domini.” 

Think on this expression, “Spirit-guided life.’ It 
is one of those profound Christian ideas which contra- 
dict our natural tendencies. It is the opposite of the 
“do as you please” way of living. In railroad language it 
means that we resign the position of train director and 
give to God through the Holy Spirit the right of direct- 
ing our trains of thought and lines of action. As long 
as we ourselves, uninspired by God, direct the traffic of 
our immortal souls, we will be spending most of our 
time and energy thinking on “What shall we eat, or 
drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed.’ These 
things, Jesus says, God knows well enough that we need. 
We have to work for them but it is not necessary for us 
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to fret and be anxious. But the Holy Spirit takes our 
thoughts and energies and directs them to higher levels. 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness.” Our goal is a life guided toward the fulfillment 
of the Kingdom of God by the Holy Spirit. 


Our prayer. life must have a big place for the guid- 
ance and power of the Holy Spirit. It requires that we 
obey the heavenly vision when it is vouchsafed to us. 
When once we have received the guidance we dare not 
ignore it except at the serious cost of losing the Spirit’s 
presence. Frederick W. Robertson describes the prayer 
which opens the way for the Spirit’s guidance, “The 
prayer which does not succeed in moderating our wishes, 
in changing the passionate desire into still submission, 
the anxious tumultuous expectation into silent surrender, 
is no true prayer, and proves that we do not have the 
spirit of true prayer. That life is most holy in which 
there is least of asking and desire, and most waiting 
upon God. Pray until prayer makes you forget your 
own wish, and leave it or merge it in God’s will. The 
divine wisdom has given us prayer, not as a means 
whereby to obtain the good things of earth, but as a 
means whereby we learn to do without; not as a means 
whereby we escape evil, but as a means whereby we 
become strong to meet it.” 


Spirit of Truth, lead us into the truth of thought 
and action, 

“OQ Lord God and Father, Thou knowest how blind 
we are to Thy presence, how dead to Thy purpose, and 
deaf to Thy call; grant us to feel Thy guiding hand 
through all the scattered details of our daily life, in all 
the tumult to hear Thy still, small voice, and in all dim- 
ness of our spirits to have a sense of Thine everlasting 
arms upbearing us; so that, being willing to spend and 
be spent in Thy service, we may accomplish all that 
Thou wouldst have us to do, and at the last find ful- 
fillment in the perfect freedom of Thy sole sovereignty; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.” 


Quotations 


“T have been thinking lately with comfort of the quiet perpetual 
work of the Holy Spirit, silently but surely leading us on to higher 
things * * * comforting, correcting, guiding. It gives ground 
for hope in dealing’ with men, this knowledge that there is One who 
perfects what we feebly struggle to begin, who watches over men 
with a love that will not let them go. We are not alone in our 
work; we have omnipotence and illimitable wisdom on our side, for- 
warding our efforts. The argument from personal experience is 
singularly convincing.”—Forbes Robinson. 

In the belief that all intellectual nobility and moral beauty was 
the work of the Holy Spirit, ‘‘“Medieval Europe saw the processions 
of the guilds of artists and artisans to the cathedrals on the Day 
of Pentecost, giving thanks to God for the genius of man. George 
Eliot has a noble passage in which she discerns the Spirit of God in 
all inventive ingenuity, all scientific search, all intellectual endeavor, 
all artistic creation, as well as in beauty of character and nobility of 
conduct.’’—Newton. 


March 24, 1935 
Third Sunday in Lent 


PRAYING FOR OTHERS 
I Timothy 2:1-6 
(By Rev. Oscar W. Carlson) 


Aim: To learn that we must get beyond ourselves in our 
prayer, to see how the fundamental Christian virtue of love shows 


fe ie oa Ce ie aes, fora 17; Mak 
er hymns: The Parish School Hymnal, 169, 279, 164, 
. Prayers: Use the prayer on page 19 of the Common Service 
aie i i lves in prayer. 
* a eet Borbes Robinson. 


2. Love is the motive of intercessory prayer. Paul in his letters 
to his churches always speaks of praying. Could Jesus have 


The ex- 
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prayed as He did had He not loved Peter? 
souls must compel us to pray for others. 


3. In a practical application we should pray for our parents, 
friends, pastors and teachers, and for our enemies. We must 
also pray for ourselves that we may be just and helpful mem- 
bers of a society in which no man liveth unto himself and 
no man dieth unto himself. 

Questions: 

When is prayer selfish? 

Can we pray helpfully for others if we are not faithful to 
God ourselves? 

Do you think it would help us in our friendships if we 
prayed for our friends? 

What is meant by the statement, ‘Religion is both personal 
and social’’? 

Show several ways 
tional conditions. 


Additional material: “The Meaning of Prayer,” Fosdick, Chap- 
ter 10. “‘With Christ In the School of Prayer,” Murray. 


A passion for 


how intercession 


would help interna- 


Getting Beyond Ourselves 

So far we have taken two lessons in the school of 
prayer. Our first topic taught us that consecration was 
essential in effectual prayer, and the second taught us 
that we must wait for guidance and power from the 
Holy Spirit. We are now to take a third step in which 
we shall learn to pray for others. This is the meaning 
of intercessory prayer. Jesus, you remember, asked His 
parents, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” Our business, too, is the Father’s business. 
The good Samaritan on his way to Jericho stopped to 
bind the wounds of a man who had fallen among thieves. 
In our prayers we can help bear the burdens and neces- 
sities of our fellow men, and talk with God about the 
business of the Kingdom. 

Getting beyond our own needs is sometimes a diffi- 
cult step. Religion too often remains a selfish activity, 
As long as it is confined to our own needs and experi- 
ences it is immature and stunted. One chief reason 
why we oftener do not reach the intercessory stage of 
prayer is that we have not settled our own affairs with 
God. We postpone consecration. Faith stays too long 
in the experimental stage. Until we have come to terms 
with God ourselves we are not ready for steady inter- 
cession for others. It is not likely that Nicodemus 
(John 3:1-14) helped others into the Kingdom until he 
had entered himself; nor did Mary Magdalene pray for 
other sinners before she had felt the power of Christ’s 
love and forgiveness. The blind can not lead the blind; 
neither can we pray effectually for others before we 
have committed ourselves unto God and received direc- 
tion and power from the Holy Spirit. 

The beauty and strength of prayer come out in in- 
tercession for others. In the night Jesus was betrayed, 
when He might have been praying only for Himself, He 
prayed for His disciples, “Now I come to Thee, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they might have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves. I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil.” Read Jesus’ prayer 
in the seventeenth chapter of John. Recall His prayer 
for the men who crucified Him, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” Or if we turn back to 
the twentieth chapter of Genesis, to one of the earliest 
prayers recorded, we hear Abraham interceding before 
God in behalf of the wicked people of Sodom. For a 
recent example a beautiful prayer life is found in the 
“Letters to His Friends” by Forbes Robinson, a young 
scholar of Cambridge, England. The letters were col- 
lected by his friends after his death. To a friend Robin- 
son wrote, “When I call a man by his Christian name, I 
usually make it a rule to pray for him. I shall do so 
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in your case. I will try to pray every day. I wonder 
whether you would sometimes pray for me. One needs 
all the help one can get in this strange life at Cam- 
bridge.” To another friend he wrote, “At last I have 
had time and strength to pray for you as I should. It 
is the only way I can show my gratitude to you. I 
shall not be content until you are your true self; and I 
think that God is very ready to hear the prayers of one 
who loves more than he can understand. I like St. Paul’s 
words, ‘My little children, of whom I travail in birth 
again until Christ be formed in you.’ The very thought 
of you compels me to live a better life.” 


Love Is the Motive of Intercession 

In the school of prayer the motive is more import- 
ant than the mechanics. How to pray brings us face 
to face with the under-girding motive of Christian love. 
Read the 13th chapter of First Corinthians often. It 
will keep us from confusing Christian love with romantic 
love. In order to pray for others effectively we must 
love them. Reading through the letters of Paul one is 
compelled to remark, “How he loved people and prayed 
for them.’ To the Romans he wrote, “Always in my 
prayer I make mention of you.” To the Philippians he 
wrote, “Always in every supplication of mine on behalf 
of all of you I pray with joy.” He could never have ac- 
complished so much for the Kingdom of God and the 
souls of men if he had not carried his churches and con- 
verts in his prayers. We can not separate his work from 
his praying. 

Jesus’ teaching and example are very definite on this 
subject. “Love your enemies, and pray for them that 
persecute you; that ye may be the sons of your Father 
who is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to shine on 
the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
the unjust.’ When Jesus told Peter his denial, He 
added, “But I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail 
not.” When He looked upon Jerusalem as he descended 
into the Holy City for the crucifixion He wept and said, 
“Tf thou hadst known, even thou, O Jerusalem, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong to thy peace.” 
A Spanish writer has said, “Warmth, warmth, warmth, 
for we die of the cold and not of darkness; it is not the 
night that kills, but the frost.” We must put warmth 
into our prayers, and love is the warmth of prayer. 

The work which we who belong to the Church have 
to do is staggering. Around us are men, many of them 
our friends and even our kin, who must be brought to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and His way of 
thought and action. There is machinery and organiza- 
tion to spare, and yet we cry out, “What do we lack?” 
The wheels of our machinery will not turn faster until 
the love of God in our hearts warms up to those who 
are wrestling with sin, weakness and temptation. Our 
love must grow into a passion which will not rest until 
our friends and neighbors have been brought to the 
throne of grace and redeemed. Of course it is impos- 
sible for us to pray for others as a matter of routine 
and duty, but that is not enough. Like the apostle Paul 
our souls must be in travail until Christ be formed in 
those for whom we ought to pray. This urgent love 
for our fellow men is not of our own creation. Love is 
not manufactured. Christ must be formed in us first, we 
must be filled with the Spirit as the disciples were filled 
on Pentecost, the Christ who loved us and died for us 
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must live in us. Religion is both personal and social, 
and what God hath joined together let not man put 
asunder. 

For Whom We Should Pray 

Surely the most familiar intercessory prayer is a 
mother’s prayer for her children. If mother could not 
bear her offspring to God in prayer, her love would be 
frantic. Prayer and sacrifice are the poles of mother 
love. Even the doubter stands silent and thankful when 
mother prays for him. “More things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of,” said Tennyson. dine 
ether is charged with maternal prayers for children, and 
some of us believe that our mothers’ prayers have had 
more to do with our happiness and usefulness in life 
than anything else. 

Children ought to pray for their parents. “God bless 
mama and papa” is not enough to say, although that 
is better than nothing at all. Children should learn to 
understand the heavy burdens parents carry * * * 
the thousand little duties of a mother, father’s business 
and financial problems and cares, their responsibility in 
a child’s moral and spiritual development. With knowl- 
edge and sympathy children can make their intercessory 
prayers meaningful. 

Pray for friends. Pray much for your intimate com- 
panions who are moulding your character. Is anything 
wiser or more beautiful than friend praying for friend in 
the example given above from the life of Forbes Robin- 
son? If you have opened your heart to a friend, he 
may not stay long or turn out to be harmful unless you 
pray for him. Friendship is a sacred trust and inter- 
cession keeps it safe. 

Certain people stand very close to us in our mental 
and spiritual development. Teachers and pastors give 
themselves to you that you may grow in knowledge 
and grace. Prayers for them are never wasted; they 
come back to us again in warmer and closer friendships 
with pastor and teacher. 

It is very important that we should pray for our 
enemies. Jesus told us to do so. It is a most practical 
way to handle an enemy. It is not as hard as it sounds. 
Frequently the enemy becomes your friend; and even if 
that does not happen you are spared the injury of har- 
boring a grudge. Hate is an expensive emotion; it does 
more harm to the one who hates than to the one who 
is hated. 

In addition to these intimate relations, the Christian 
intercedes for all conditions and sort of men. In the 
text Paul mentions “kings and all that are in authority.” 
In the prayer of the service found on page 19 of the 
Common Service Book intercession is made for all pas- 
tors and missionaries, for colleges and seminaries, for the 
various divisions of government, and for those who suf- 
fer. As the world was John Wesley’s parish, so is 
God’s whole creation the field of our prayer. 


A Prayer For Ourselves as Intercessors 

“O God, we, who are bound together in the tender 
ties of love, pray Thee for a day of unclouded love. 
May no passing irritation rob us of our joy in one an- 
other. Forgive us if we have often been keen to see 
human failings, and slow to feel the preciousness of 
those who are still the dearest comfort of our life. May 
there be no sharp words that wound and scar, and no 
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rift that may grow into estrangement. Suffer us not to 
grieve those whom Thou hast sent to us as sweet 
ministers of love. May our eyes not be so holden by 
selfishness that we know Thine angels only when they 


spread their wings to return to Thee, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.” 


March 31, 1935 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
HOW SACRIFICE HELPS 


Hebrews 12:1-3 
(By Rev. Oscar W. Carlson) 

Aim: To come to an understanding of our personal weaknesses 
and the outward circumstances which hinder us in the Christian 
life; and to learn how by prayer we may overcome handicaps and 
hazards. 

Additional scriptural material: Psalm 51; II Corinthians 12:7-9. 

Suggested hymns: Parish School Hymnal, 214, 265, 296, 240. 

Prayers: Read the confession in the Order for Public Con- 
fession in the Common Service Book. See also prayers under sec- 
tion called ‘Collects and Prayers.” 

1. Mastering ourselves. Christianity compared to a race. 
as a help in training for the race. 
weaknesses. 


battlefield. 
2. Mastering circumstances. 


) _ Prayer 
t Analyzing our sins and 
Asking God to help us conquer. Prayer as a 


No Christian runs over a course that 
has no hazards. Look into the life of Jesus and Paul for 
examples. The character of our obstacles are chiefly moral. 


3. Perseverance required. Our age is not given much to endur- 
ance. If one starts out life on a high level he must fight 
to keep it up. 

Questions : 

Why would you advise a boy or girl to follow Jesus Christ? 

What is meant by the sentence, ‘‘No one can injure us but 
ourselves’’? 

What are chief weaknesses and harmful habits of young 
people today? 

How does prayer help us conquer temptation? 

What is the value of good pictures and literature? 


Mastering Ourselves 

Life is a race toward a definite goal. 
some one says, “I am not getting anywhere,” implying 
by the statement that he is not forging ahead. When 
life is fresh and young it is eager to get somewhere. 
Youth wants to win, to arrive, to be somebody worth- 
while, to do something great. Two New Testament 
writers, Paul and the author of the Book of Hebrews, 
of whose name we are not sure, gave us the figure of 
speech which compares the Christian to a runner. These 
two men were intense and enthusiastic Christians. They 
were capable runners themselves. The prize which in- 
spired them was not a gold medal or a blue ribbon. 
Paul writes, “I press on toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.” The author 
of our text as he runs looks ahead and sees Jesus the 
author and finisher of faith. The Christian race offers 
as a prize a crown of immortal life, an imperishable 
crown for manhood and womanhood that wins through 
to the stature of Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus has set 
the goal for us and He is Himself the prize. 

Runners in a race trim off every pound of excess 
bodily weight by severe training. They dress in the 
lightest clothes. No man carrying a bale of hay can win 
a race. Baggage and swiftness do not belong together. 

In our prayer life and in our talks with God we 
shall have many opportunities of considering the sins, 
habits, and weaknesses which prevent us from getting 
ahead in the race. There is not a better friend to talk 
to than Jesus. “He knows our every weakness.” He 
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. He 
knows the qualifications that win. When a boy goes to 
college one of the professors is appointed his adviser. 
To him the boy goes with his problems and difficulties. 
Jesus is our adviser. Isaiah, you recall, spoke of Him 


Now and then 
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as Counsellor. “Take it to the Lord in prayer.” We 
dare be absolutely honest with ourselves in the presence 
of Jesus. Hide nothing. He 
faults, but He cannot 
them also, 


through all our 
until we 


SCes 
help us see through 

An example of the transparent spirit with which we 
must face our besetting sins in the presence of Jesus is 
the prayer of Samuel McComb. “Strong Son of God,” 
prays Mr. McComb, “who was tried and tempted to the 
uttermost, yet without sin, be near me now with Thy 
strength and give me the victory over this evil desire 
that threatens to ruin me. I am weak, O Lord, and 
full of doubts and fears. There are moments when I am 
afraid of myself, when the world, the flesh, and the devil 
seem more powerful than the forces of good. But now 
I look to Thee in whom dwelleth all the fulness of 
grace and might and redemption. Blessed Saviour! I 
take Thee afresh to be my Refuge, my Covert, my 
Defense, my strong Tower from the enemy. 
and bless me now and ever. Amen.” 


Hear me 


It is best to label our sins and weaknesses whatever 
they may be. Sin is an awful thing, but as a word “sin” 
seems to have lost some of its sting. We will not eradi- 
cate the personal drawbacks that prevent us from run- 
ning victoriously if we are afraid to call a spade a spade. 
The Bible is a courageous book. It does not mince 
words. It drags the worst sins into the open and re- 
moves their masks. If we are given to lying, we should 
pray, “Remove from me the way of lying.” If unbelief, 
lack of faith, holds us back, pray, “I believe; Lord, help 
Thou my unbelief.” If we are timid and afraid, our 
petition must be, “Lord, I am a coward; give me a 
brave heart.’ If immoral thoughts and imaginations 
assail us, say, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me.’ When we are im- 
patient and muddled, we can use the prayer of David, 
“In Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be 
put to confusion.” If pride is our stumbling block, 
pray, “Keep back Thy servant from presumptuous 
sins.” Sometimes the fault seems to escape analysis. 
Then we must pray, “Who can understand his errors; 
cleanse Thou me from secret faults.” 

The soul’s Battle of Gettysburg is the battle against 
inner weaknesses and temptations. The battle must be 
fought out in prayer. Jesus fights on the side of ‘virtue. 
Pray through to victory over sin. 


Hazards and Handicaps 

The course over which the Christian runs is laid 
across streams, fallen trees, and rocks, as well as across 
pleasant and level meadows. Even the best and the 
wisest men have met obstacles which were not of their 
own making. Our Lord, for example, who went about 
doing good and in whom no sin was found, met enemies; 
one of His disciples betrayed Him and another denied 
Him; and a weakling judge delivered Him to be cruci- 
fied. People misunderstood Him. For a time His mother 
and brethren were not sure of Him. Pedants mischiev- 
ously twisted His teachings. The apostle Paul, who was 
as good and brave as any Christian since the days of 
Christ, ran a course that brought him face to face with 
robbers, shipwrecks, physical attacks by Romans and 
Jews, lonely journeys, starvation, prison, and death. No- 
body escapes the hazards of the course. We do not all 
have the same circumstances to contend with, but we 
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have them. It is as essential that we master them as it 
is that we conquer our private handicaps. 


Our hazards are not crucifixions and shipwrecks or 
anything quite so dreadful. They are of a subtle nature. 
If a boy or girl determines to stand up resolutely for 
Christ and His way of thought and action, he or she 
will perhaps face ridicule and laughter. There will be 
occasions when such a boy or girl will have to prefer 
to be alone to being popular and in the crowd. The 
world does not care much for our souls. Our safety 
lies in readiness to fight against the allurements of im- 
moral pictures, obscene literature, drink and road-houses, 
gambling, and other brilliant forms of evil. It can be 
said quite truthfully that no young man or woman of 
today who goes out into the world will come back pure 
and unspotted who has not put up a fight to retain honor, 
purity, decency, chivalry. and conscience. The obstacles 
that stand before us are evils which wear the guise of 
innocence and practices which pass under the name of 
liberty. In our prayers we must fight these evils be- 
fore we go out to meet them in reality. Generals in an 
army sometimes fight out coming battles on a map with 
tin soldiers. Prayer makes us strong. It sharpens the 
wit to win. It puts by our side the Crusader of Galilee, 
the Invincible Warrior, who will not suffer us to fall. 
We must look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith. A writer, Stopford Brooke, while seeking material 
for a biography of Robertson of Brighton, stepped into 
a bookstore in Robertson’s home town and saw a pic- 
ture of the man upon the wall. “Whenever I am 
tempted,” said the bookseller, “to do anything mean I 
look at that face and it brings me back to my better 
self.” The writer knows a young man who, when he 
goes out to work or to amusements, passes his hand 
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over a picture of Jesus hanging on the wall of his home. 
Take Christ with you wherever you go; and go no place 
that you would be ashamed to take Him. 


Perseverance Wins 

But the race is not won in a day. It is usually not 
won without a few falls. But we must rise each time 
we fall; and we can not become weary in well doing. 
Our age is not fond of hardship and has lost some of the 
quality of endurance. The tendency is to be easy going, 
compromising, and indifferent to high ideals and morals. 
In such an atmosphere, it requires perseverance. One of 
the tragic results of the moral looseness that followed 
the World War was the breakdown of high standards in 
boys and girls who could not hold out against the ris- 
ing tide. If one starts out life on a high level he must 
fight constantly to keep up. 

In recent years it has been popular to talk about 
religion as a great adventure, or a quest for meaning, or 
the soul’s romance. Christianity may have some things 
about it that suggest these beautiful phrases. But tak- 
ing life as we find it and have to take it. the truth is 
that life is a race and, the pacifists to the contrary, it is 
a fight to the finish. When Paul came to the end of it, 
he said, “I have fought a good fight; I have finished 
my course.” 


Quotations 


“However dark and profitless, however painful and weary, 
existence may have become, life is not done, and our Christian 
character is not won, so long as God has anything left for us to 
suffer, or anything left for us to do.’’—Robertson. 

“The dominion of any sinful habit will fearfully estrange us 
from God’s presence. A_ single consenting act of inward diso- 
bedience in thought or will is enough to let a cloud fall between 
Him and us, and to leave our hearts cheerless and dark.’”—H. E. 
Manning. 

“Whatever troubles come on you, of mind, body, or estate, 
from within or from without, from chance or from intent, from 
friends or foes * * * whatever your trouble be, though you be 
lonely, O children of a heavenly Father, be not afraid.’”,—Newman. 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT TOPICS 


March 3, 1935 


WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LENT? 
Luke 19:28-38; 24:1-4 
In the Quarterly Helps for today seven suggestions 
for the proper observance of Lent are given. Those 
seven Ways of a positive character are: (1) Doing of 
good for Christ’s sake, (2) Fellow cross-bearing for 
Christ, (3) Self-examination, (4) Right choices, (5) 
Nearness to Christ, (6) Confessing Christ, and (7) 
Christ's suffering the only means of saving the world. 


Meaning of the Word Lent 
Our word Lent is an Anglo-Saxon word for Spring, 
meaning the time when the days lengthen. In the 
Christian sense it is that season of the church year 
which has been set apart for the special consideration of 
our Saviour’s sufferings (Passion). It comprises the 
forty-six days before Easter. 


Lent may properly be considered as a period of 
fasting, not in the sense of the Jewish custom in con- 
nection with their observance of the Day of Atonement, 
and other annual fasts, which were required by law, but 
in a voluntary sense. There is nothing in Scripture to 
compel Christians to follow certain prescribed rules for 
the observance of Lent. Rather do we find its origin in 


the desire of the early Christians to impress upon their 
own hearts the deep meaning of Christ’s Passion, also 
to pass on to future generations of believers the need 
for a similar experience. 


Why Forty Days? ' 

The duration of the Lenten season was at first not 
definitely settled. Some thought they ought to fast for 
one day, others for two days, and others for several. 
One part of the early Church favored a period of three 
weeks, while another part favored six, and even seven 
weeks. But it was not until the year A. D. 604, under 
Gregory the Great, that a definite time was set. The 
period was set at forty days to compare with the forty 
days of the temptation of Christ in the wilderness. And 
since the fasts of Moses, Exodus 24:18, and Eliaseel 
Kings 19:8, also lasted forty days here too some con- 
nection may exist in the selection of the time for the 
Lenten fast. 

But from Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, 
to Easter Sunday, the day after Lent, is forty-six days. 
Where do we get the extra six days? These six days 
are the six Sundays in Lent and are not considered as 
fast days. According to Jewish custom Sundays are 
festival days, not fast days, so we find the faithful in 
the Christian Church of the same mind. 
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Lenten Practices In the Early Church 

Very early special Lenten sermons were delivered, 
as we learn from the writings of Augustine and others. 
Many restrictions were imposed on the faithful, both 
in manner of life and conduct. Many forms of amuse- 
ment were at first frowned upon and later prohibited. 
It was a season of deep humiliation, and of abstinence 
from social enjoyments and_ pleasures. Fasting was 
strictly practiced. Frequent and devout attendance at 
divine worship was entered into. 


The early Church went to extremes in the matter 
of Lenten observance. Much that was required and 
obeyed was formal and cold. False beliefs and prac- 
tices resulted. To the Lutheran Church belongs the 
credit of restoring to the Lenten season its true gospel 
character. It was stripped of its formalism and false 
practices, and given its true place in the life of the 
Church. It was shown to be not a matter of laws and 
of “don'ts”, but a natural seeking of the sincere be- 
liever’s heart for his Christ. Any earnest search after 
Christ naturally means a sense of and sorrow for sin. 
Such an arousing in the heart of a believer will surely 
lead him to peace and hope in Christ, therefore Lent 
should first of all be a season of deep penitence and 
mourning. 

Our Revival Period 

The Lenten season is rightfully spoken of in the 
Lutheran Church as our revival period. In it we ar- 
range for the teaching of youth preparatory to becoming 
members of the Church. Pastoral visitation of the un- 
churched is increased. Special Lenten sermons based 
on the sufferings and claims of the Saviour are preached. 
The people are encouraged to devote more time to Bible 
reading, to works of mercy, and to helping the pastor 
reclaim lost souls. Organizations within the Church are 
called upon to stop all social and work activities that 
may interfere with the building of a deeper inner life 
among their respective members. If all our churches 
and all our people rallied faithfully behind such a pro- 
gram our Church would surely experience a mighty re- 
vival. 

Some Practical Thoughts 

1. This year’s Daily Devotional Lenten Worship 
booklet was written by Rev. Amos J. Traver, D.D., of 
Frederick, Md. Rev. Traver was General Secretary of 
the Luther League of America from January 1, 1926 to 
March, 1931. Our “Uncle Amos,” as he was affection- 
ately called, knows and understands youth, and I’m sure 
his Lenten thoughts were prepared with youth in mind. 
Every Luther Leaguer should get a copy of this booklet, 
and daily through Lent give quiet and earnest thought to 
his or her spiritual growth. 


2. All the services of your church should find you 
present. No press of school work or duties, or any- 
thing else, should cause you to be absent. 


3. All social life, such as parties, dances, and the 
movies might well be stopped for the period of Lent, not 
that in themselves they will do you any harm, but that 
by denying yourselves such things you may be doing 
something that will prove to Christ that you are really 
feeling something of His sufferings. In addition you 
should give to the Church what you save from self-denial 


of these things. 
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March 10, 1935 
THE SECRET OF A GREAT LIFE 

Matthew 22 :34-40 
Go to a dictionary for a definition of greatness and 
you'll find not one, but many; for instance: largeness of 
bulk, dimensions, number, or quantity; large amount; 
extent; high degree, as, the greatness of a mountain, of 
a multitude, or of a sum of money; the greatness of 
crime; high rank, or place; distinction; power; com- 
mand; pomp, etc. But what have these got to do with 
greatness in life? A person may be large in size, but 
small in person. He may be a man of wealth, or of 
power, or of distinction, yet not a great personality. Our 
country has had for its Presidents some who were any- 
thing but great. What does greatness consist of? Did 
you note how that last question was worded? If you 
did then we can start out on a search to learn the secret 


of a great life. For greatness consists of a lot of 
things. It is not something that stands alone, or of 
itself. It depends upon many character traits. 


A Recipe For a Great Life 

A cake recipe calls for more than flour or any one 
of several ingredients. It calls for certain prescribed 
amounts of a number of ingredients. In like manner 
the recipe for a great life, or greatness of life, calls for 
many ingredients. Besides the proper ingredients to 
make a good cake is required that those ingredients be 
properly mixed and stirred. Our task now will be to list 
such ingredients (character traits) necessary to the mak- 
ing of a great life. 

1. True greatness is in the character, never in the 
circumstance. “If only I had the chance he had,” is the 
world-old cry of the multitudes too lazy to improve 
themselves as they view the successes of those about 
them. A great life isn’t a thing of chance, but of char- 


acter. Listen to how Shakespeare puts it: 
A great life is every person’s privilege. 
Who seeks, and will not take when once ’tis offered, 
Shall never find it more. 

2. The range of most men in life is so limited that 
very few of us have the opportunity of being great in 
the world’s honors. But each of us can act his part hon- 
estly, honorably, and to the best of our ability. We can 
use our gifts and not abuse them. We can strive to 
make the best of life. We can be true and faithful, even 
in small things. We can do our duty in that sphere in 
which God has placed us. 

3. Today we read a great deal about “stars” in the 
movies, in sports and elsewhere. And as we watch these 
so-called great people perform it is with a hidden and 
secret feeling that we'd like to be in their places. But, 
on second thought, would we really exchange places with 
them? Because, would we want to exchange our Chris- 
tian characters with theirs, many of whom we know to 
be living lives of shame and debauchery? No, we must 
all admit that there is little greatness that is worth the 
name that is not founded on and accompanied by sound 
moral principles. 

4. True greatness had little, if anything, to do 
with rank or power. Here, again, if you aspire to a 
place of rank or power let it be remembered that great- 
ness produces power, but power never produces great- 
ness. The so-called leaders of the world today will be 
forgotten tomorrow, unless their power is the result of 
greatness of character and service. 
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5. The boy who is kind to animals and helpless 
things has in him one of the characteristics of great- 
ness, and though he may not become great, he will cer- 
tainly never become ignoble. 

6. No man has come to true greatness who has not 
felt in some degree that his life belongs to his race, and 
that the talents God has given him are to be used for 
mankind, not for himself. 

7. A lowly beginning and an humble origin are no 
barrier to a great career, but rather aids to it. 

8. A great man is he who abides easily on heights 
and shares with his fellow workers. 

9. One may be great in many respects and yet not 
And the reverse is true. 
All who are known in a public way are not necessarily 
great. 


be known in a public way. 


10. Great men are not always good, but good men 
are always great. 

11. The really great men are those who produce 
public opinion and direct the public mind in the direc- 
tion of the best end. 

12. From the highest to the lowest, the richest to 
the poorest, to no rank or condition in life has nature 
denied her highest boon—the great heart. 
toward 


13. Honesty is not only the first 


greatness—it is greatness itself. 


step 


14. The Lord Jesus gave to the world the finest 
definition of greatness anywhere obtainable. He said: 
“He that would be greatest among you, let him be 
Senyant cor valley 

15. Sympathy is one of the secrets of a great and 
successful life. It overcomes evil and strengthens good. 
It disarms resistance, melts the hardest heart, and de- 
velops the batter part of human nature. 

16. Friendship is a blessing of life that has few 
equals; it eases and unloads the mind, clears and im- 
proves the understanding, engenders thoughts and 
knowledge, animates virtue and good _ resolutions, 
soothes and allays passions, and finds employment for 
the most vacant hours of life, 

17. Gratitude is another character trait to mix into 
greatness of life. It blesses both him who gives and 
him who receives. Too many folks take the gifts and 
kindnesses of others without thought of giving thanks 
or showing appreciation. Lack of gratitude signifies a 
“dead end” to one’s life. 

18. Generosity of heart and genial good will to- 
wards all are not only Christmas time virtues, but abso- 
lutely essential to him who would possess happiness. 

19. Forgiveness must necessarily be a part of a life 
that would be great. He that can not forgive others 
breaks the bridge over which he must pass himself; for 
every man has need to be forgiven. 

20. “But the greatest of these is charity.” Again 
we go to the Bible for authority in the use of a cardinal 
virtue essential to greatness. “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Charity is made the constant 
companion and perfection of all virtue; and well it is for 
that virtue where it most largely enters and longest 
stays. 


Don’t look for the flaws as you go through life 
And even when you find them : 
It is wise and kind to be somewhat blind, 

And look for the virtue behind them. 


—Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
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Note: We trust that you have more than “just looked at” 
these ingredients of greatness, rather that you mixed and stirred 
them with discussion and thought. 


March 17, 1935 
WHAT IS PRAYER? 
Luke 11:1-4 


Of all the acts of worship prayer is the least under- 
stood and appreciated, yet it is the most common act of 
the human heart—the most natural thing for man to do. 
It must be because prayer is common and natural that 
it is the least understood and appreciated by so many. 


When prayer is being offered the average congre- 
gation reminds an observer of so many animals that 
strayed into the services. They seem to be bewildered, 
not knowing what it is all about. Eyes shift from the 
ceiling to the floor; bodies twitch; feet shuffle and hands 
are restless. If a prayer is too long people complain 
and imagine they smell their dinners burning. 

Especially is there little appreciation and under- 
standing of prayer on the part of teen agers, who pos- 
sess aS many uncontrollable nerves and muscles as a 
dog has fleas. They go star gazing, pinch their fellows, 
talk in undertones, shuffle their feet and if they pray at 
all it is that the prayer of the other fellow will soon be 
ended. Most people have an awful time concentrating 
for a few minutes on prayer. : 

Let us seriously and prayerfully consider our topic 
tonight, and make every effort to come to a wholesome 
understanding and appreciation of the meaning of prayer. 


Why Do We Pray? 

Praying to God is not His command, but man’s 
The human mind and heart are so made-up 
as to make prayer the most natural act of man, be he 
a confessed Christian or not. Samuel Johnson once was 
asked what the strongest argument for prayer was, and 
he replied, “Sir, there is no argument for prayer.” By 
that reply Johnson meant that prayer was so natural as 
not to need any argument to defend it. 


necessity. 


Prayer is to the soul what food is to the body. It 
is a practice like breathing or eating in this respect, that 
men engage in it because they are human. Now breath- 
ing, eating, sleeping, cleansing of the body, and every 
needed form of living require that we be regular in our 
habits. If prayer is to have value it must be engaged in 
just as regularly. We cannot gain much help from 
prayer if it becomes a hit-and-miss proposition with us. 


Harry Emerson Fosdick, in his little gem of a book 
entitled, “The Meaning of Prayer,” gives several reasons 
why prayer is a natural function of man. They are: 

1. Because prayer is universal. In some form or 
other, it is found everywhere, in all ages and among all 
people. Confucius urged his disciples not to have 
much to do with the gods; and today Confucius is 
himself a god and millions pray to him. To show the 
wide-sweep of prayer Dr. Fosdick recites many in- 
stances taken from the writings and practices of peoples 
all over the world; and in all cases, whether to the 
gods or to the true God, prayer is common, 

2. Because mankind never outgrows prayer. Men 
will pray; some to win their ends, others their fellow- 
men; some to their shame, others to their fame; some 
only to satisfy a human need, others in response to a 
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divine lead. Yes, men everywhere will and do pray. 
For a knowledge of what men pray for compare the 
dying prayer of Samson in Judges 16:28, with the dying 
prayer oi: Stephen in Acts 7:60. 

3. Because prayer is latent in the life of every one 
of us. It may require some sudden shock to arouse the 
prayer instinct in us, but sometime, under some violent 
experience, we just naturally pray. 


What Is Prayer? 


Simply stated prayer is talking with God. Conversa- 
tion with one another is quite natural—no argument 
needed in expressing that fact. For the same reasons 
talking to God is just as natural. We talk to others on 
any subjects that are of common interest to us. So 
should we talk with God. Take the simple matter of 
talking about the weather with folks as we meet them. 
If it is fair weather we remark about it, or if it is foul 
weather we do the same, yet the fact of it being fair 
or foul weather is evident. No need of mentioning it, 
is there? Yet we do. Talking to God about the things 
that are common knowledge between Him and us is 
prayer. Our human and spiritual needs, our sins, our 
hopes, our .disappointments—all are common posses- 
sions, hence make appropriate subjects of conversation 
between God and His people. We shouldn’t tire of 
talking with God about these matters any more than 
we tire of talking to people about the weather. 


We greet one another with “Good Morning!” at 
the start of the day, and when we separate from friends 
we say “Goodbye” or “Good night.” Prayer is just like 
that. Prayer begins with an appropriate salutation, as 
Ope hathner,.) “Dear ord,” etc, and) when we say 
“Amen” at the close of a prayer it is something like 
bidding a friend “Good night.” 


In talking with friends we oftimes have occasion to 
thank them for some kindness, or gift, or something. 
Prayer is no different. God has done many wonderful 
things for us. Anyone who counts his many blessings 
from on high will naturally want to say, “Thank you, 
dear Lord.” 

One cannot have a friend very long before he has 
some favor to ask of him, and it isn’t a hard matter to 
let that friend know about your needs. Again the same 
principle holds true with regard to prayer. That match- 
less prayer of our Lord contains seven different items 
to be prayed for. The Lord doesn’t weary of us asking 
Him for favors. Oh, we may not get them all answered, 
and the reason is this that God’s answering of prayer 
is conditioned upon “His will.” Prayer is a request, not 
a demand. You don’t always get what you ask for from 
your parents or friends. Jesus prayed, “Thy will be 
done.” We can’t expect to pray otherwise. 

Prayer is not to be used to change God’s mind, but 
On the other hand God has many things He'd 
like to give us if only we'd ask for them. This leads to 
the statement that prayer changes things. It makes 
possible the opening of man’s eyes to the spiritual gifts 
about him; it gives him strength to battle against forces 
within and without that otherwise he couldn’t conquer; 
it helps mightily to ease his soul and make him at peace 
with the world; it fills his mind with hope, faith and 
courage; and it assures him of the eternal salvation 
through his blessed Lord and Saviour. Point out in the 


ours. 
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following references how prayer changed things: Judges 
6:36-40; I Kings 17:22-24; Acts 16:25,26: Luke 11:5-10. 

God wants us to pray. Men sometimes become im- 
patient when we come with many requests, but not so 
our God. He tenderly invites us. He even urges us to 
pray. In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus would teach us to be per- 
sistent in prayer. Prayer is a proof of our faith and a 
tired faith is useless; so we are urged, even warned, to 
exercise faith through prayer. 

Prayer is the only condition for receiving the best 
gifts of God. Men may possess riches and worldly 
honor without praying for them; but no one can have 
the unsearchable riches of His grace without asking 
for them. 

Satan does not want us to pray. He knows he has 
mighty little chance to tempt a praying boy or girl to 
commit a sin. His empty promises of pleasure and 
gain go unheeded when offered to a praying child of God. 


Practical Thoughts 

1. Daily prayer is a daily request for orders and 
God’s giving for daily use. Today’s orders may not fit 
tomorrow's needs. God may have something different 
for us to do today, for which orders were not issued 
through yesterday’s praying. 

2. Daily prayer is daily washing. Since sins are 
committed daily we need daily forgiveness. 

3. Daily prayer is daily joy. 


March 24, 1935 
REASONS WHY PRAYER IS NOT ANSWERED 
Matthew 17:14-21 

The wording of our topic does not mean that all 
prayers are not answered, but that some prayers (even 
some of all who pray) are not answered. None of us 
should hope to have all of our petitions answered. If 
God answered all the prayers of all who pray this old 
world would be constantly seated on a volcano, if not 
altogether extinct. The very thought of what would 
happen if all petitions were granted is enough to make 
us thankful to God that He doesn’t answer many of 
them. 

What the Bible Says About Prayers 

The Bible is full of contradictions, seeminely. At 
one place it says one thing, and in another the exact 
opposite. For instance, in Psalm 21:2 it says, “Thou 
hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not with- 
holden the request of his lips.” These words seem 
clearly to indicate that all petitions of the Psalmist are 
alike answered. Then in the very next Psalm (Psalm 
22:2) the writer sorrowfully declares, “O my God, I 
cry in the day time, but Thou hearest not; and in 
the night season, and am not silent.” 

Let us consider a few more quotations from the 
Bible which contain every assurance that prayer will 
be answered: “Call unto me, and I will answer thee” 
(Jeremiah 33:3); “Ask, and it shall be given you” (Mat- 
thew 7:7); “All things, whatsoever, ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive’ (Matthew 21:22). 
Other quotations, like these, are clear in their promise 
of answered prayer. 

On the face of these words we are led to believe 
that God will answer our slightest wish. They well up 
in our breasts as an eternal spring of hope. Why, if 
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these words could be taken at face value there isn’t a 
thing would be denied us for the mere asking for it. 
But we know that prayer cannot bring us whatever we 
ask for. For in the Bible and from experience we know 
that unanswered prayer is common. The Old Testament 
contains direct words to the effect that God will not 
answer the prayers of some, as for instance, “I will not 
hear: your hands are full of blood” (Isaiah 1:15). We 
hear Paul pleading to God to remove the “thorn in the 
flesh” (some physical handicap), yet Paul took it with 
him to his grave. Even Jesus, the supreme believer in 
prayer, tells His disciples that if a man does not forgive 
his enemies, his own prayer for God’s pardon will be 
disregarded. 

As a result of the clear promises of being heard and 
answered in prayer we are puzzled in reading something 
quite to the contrary, not to mention the fact that ex- 
perience has taught us that such promises are not to be 
taken at face value. How then can we answer to this 
puzzling matter, and retain our faith in the power of 
prayer? 

We must at the outset conclude that prayer is more 
than just asking for something. When Jesus said, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you,” did He mean that we are to 
reduce God to a mere errand boy to run around and get 
for us the things we want? Surely not. Scripture doesn’t 
put such a cheap meaning on prayer. When we read the 
Psalmist’s prayer, “Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name,” we hear more 
than petition, we hear adoration. The Psalmist is more 
concerned about a right approach to God than he is 
about asking for something from Him. Some children 
say, “Give me this,” or “Give me that,” and go on saying 
the same thing all their lives. Others say, “Dear 
Mother” or “Dear Father,’ “I appreciate you, I love 
you ’—and whatever gifts such children need and can be 
supplied by their parents are forthcoming. Isn’t that a 
far better way of approaching both God and parents? 
In addition to adoring God isn’t it more worthy of us 
and God to confess our sins, to be thankful for what we 
already have, to consecrate our talents to Him, and to 
worship Him; than to think of Him as a day-in and day- 
out Santa Claus? 

But we reply that prayer consists of more than 
praise, etc., that it includes petitions too. So it does. 
And God meant it to. The Lord’s Prayer contains seven 
petitions alone. Men have needs ranging from the small- 
est to the greatest concern in life. But we repeat again, 
that while petitioning is a part of prayer, it is not the 
most important part. Let us illustrate as follows: 

1. Supposing we asked our parents for 20 cents to 
go to the movies, and instead they gave us a ticket. 
Wouldn’t that be the same thing? We got what we 
wanted, but in a different way. God is like that. We 
ask for a certain thing and He gives it to us in a differ- 
ent manner; but we are too blind to His method of 
answering our prayers to appreciate when He does an- 
swer them. It is said of St. Augustine’s mother that she 
prayed that her boy would not go to Italy. She wanted 
him to stay at home, where under her influence she hoped 
he would become a Christian; confident that if he went 
to Italy that his life would be ruined amid the tempta- 
tions that existed there. In spite of her prayers St. 
Augustine went to Italy, where he met Ambrose, who 
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persuaded him to become a Christian in the very place 
from which his mother’s prayers would have kept him. 

2. In petitioning God remember that He reserves 
the right to say “No.” I heard a minister once tell 
about a mother who demanded of God that her sick 
daughter be healed. God answered the mother’s prayer. 
The daughter became well again. Later she fell into 
evil ways and entered upon a life of shame until a tragic 
death overfell her. Wouldn’t it have been better had 
that mother prayed, “Thy will be done’? Wouldn't a 
“No” from God saved her a lot of heartaches later on? 
Many of our unanswered prayers had better remain un- 
answered. 

3. Another thought to keep in mind is that God has 
put heads and arms on our shoulders to be used. We 
shouldn’t ask for something we can get for ourselves 
with some thought and work. We shouldn't expect to 
pray our school work, home duties, etc., be done by a 
kind providence. Consider what this world would be- 
come if everything could be accomplished by prayer. 
Right now in our country we are doling out millions of 
dollars to people too lazy to work. Wouldn’t be better 
for such people if they were made to do something for 
what they receive for nothing? Just as our nation is 
making a lot of drones out of its citizens, so God would 
do the same for us if He answered us with a “cafe- 
teria hand-out.” 

4. Still another thing about unanswered prayer is 
that maybe God wants to make us wait a while to see 
just how anxious we are for the things we are seeking. 
Perry tried for twenty-four years to plant the Stars and 
Stripes on the North Pole. Such is the spirit of seeking, 
and such, the Master said, should be the spirit of prayer. 
God may say “Yes”, He may say “No”, but He also may 
say “Wait”, but whatever He says we are to keep on 
praying. The Church has been praying “Thy will be 
done” for 2000 years, yet none of us is so bold as to 
admit that our prayers have been answered. On the 
other hand, God has raised up countless millions who are 
in a measure doing His will, especially when you con- 
sider the fact that for ages upon ages violence has been 
practiced. 

Questions for Discussion 
1. What would happen if all petitions were granted? 
2. Is God a better judge of our needs than w 
Why? f 
3. Is God any the less merciful for not answering 
our praying always? Why not? 

4. What can you do to help God answer your 
prayers? 

5. If all petitions were unanswered, would it still 
be worth while to pray? 

6. Have any of your prayers really been answered? 


March 31, 1935 


GREAT MODERN CHRISTIANS—SCHWEITZER 
II Corinthians 4:1-11 


The following account of the life of Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer is a continuation of what is written in the 
Quarterly Helps under date of March 31st. 

Two Influences 


“Music and reverence for life, because both beauty 
and life are the gift of God, are the two powerful in- 


‘fluences in Schweitzer’s life.” 
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Growing Into Manhood 

Young Albert grew quickly into manhood. “He 
studied at the University of Strasbourg as well as at the 
Universities of Berlin and Paris, and later he became 
curate at St. Nicholas, Strasbourg. At the age of twen- 
ty-eight he was organist to the Bach Society of Paris, 
and also of the Orfeo Catal at Barcelona, Spain. He 
was recognized as the greatest authority in Europe on 
the playing and construction of organs. He wrote also 
the authoritative Life and Study of Bach.” 

“A new figure had arisen in the musical world. This 
same young man was also drawing the attention of theo- 
logians. His books, such as The Quest of the Historical 
Jesus, and Paul and His Interpreters, showed that a 
powerful mind was being directed to the examination of 
Christian truth. Everywhere the doors were opening 
before him in musical and theological circles.” 

“But that voice which he heard when the Easter 
bells rang out was not stilled within him.” “Out of the 
depths of my feeling of happiness there grew up within 
me an understanding of the saying of Jesus that we 
must not treat our lives as being for ourselves alone. 
Whoever is spared personal pain must feel himself 
called to help in diminishing the pain of others. We 
must all carry our share of the misery which lies upon 
the world,’ Dr. Schweitzer recalls in his wonderful book, 
Memories of Childhood and Youth. “When I was twen- 
ty-one, while still a student, I resolved to devote my 
life till I was thirty to the office of preacher, to science 
and to music. If by that time I should have done what 
I hoped in science and music, I would take a path of 
immediate service to my fellow men.’ With a man 
like Schweitzer such a resolve was no mere idle talk, 
putting self first and God next. It meant the fully equip- 
ping of himself for the larger service he felt was to 
follow. 

Called to Africa 

Let Albert Schweitzer tell the story in his own 
fashion. “We are Dives, while out there in the colonies 
sits wretched Lazarus, the colored folk, who suffers from 
illness and pain just as much as we do, nay, much more, 
and has absolutely no means of fighting them. And 
just as Dives sinned against the poor man at his gate 
because for want of thought he never put himself in his 
place and let his heart and conscience tell him what he 
ought to do, so do we sin against the poor man at our 
gate. Moved by these thoughts I resolved, when al- 
ready thirty years old, to study medicine and to put my 
ideas to the test out there.” 

His friends were horrified at the waste. “Why 
should a man with the intellectual world at his feet 
bury himself alive in the most neglected part of the 
earth?” they cried, amazed. 

“But the ‘waste’ was that of the precious box of 
ointment of the Gospels, and, like the story of her who 
broke it over the Saviour’s feet, the story of it goes out 
over the whole earth, and is inspiring countless others 
to throw aside everything which they may feel keeps 
them back from full service to their Lord.” 


A Student In Medicine 
“And so the organist of European fame, the lecturer 
in theology at Strasbourg, the philosopher, became a 
student again. He qualified himself in medicine at his 
old university, and took a further course in tropical 
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medicine in Paris. In 1913, with his wife, a trained 
nurse, he set sail as a medical missionary for the most 
neglected part of the world he could find, the depths of 
the forests of French Equatorial Africa, to fight sleeping 
sickness, leprosy, misery and sin.” 

Arriving In Africa 

The one thing that Dr. Schweitzer took with him 
to his new field of work was a piano, the gift of love 
from the Paris Bach Society to their former organist. 
This instrument remains the sole link between the life 
of Schweitzer left behind in Europe and the new life he 
is undertaking in this French colony, among the Galoa 
and Pahouin tribes, some of the most primitive and least 
cared for to be found in the African continent. “I have 
a passion for music like other men’s passion for tobacco. 
or wine,” the doctor once remarked. 

At Work 

At first his hospital work began in the open air; 
but soon climatic conditions made some sort of shelter 
necessary. His first operating theatre was an old hen- 
coop. The worst of the dirt was covered up with white- 
wash and an old camp bed was installed in it as an 
operating table. It had no windows, and the roof was 
in such a bad shape that he had to wear his sun helmet 
all day. The atmosphere was so damp that medicines 
and supplies wrapped in paper or cardboard became use- 
less. Everything had to be kept in bottles or tins. Such 
things as bottles and tins were more highly prized by the 
natives than were their contents. The precious drugs 
and ointments, also, were too frequently eaten when 
they should have been used for rubbing, or visa versa. 

Consultations began at 8:30, when his servant read 
his “standing orders” to the waiting patients. These 
included strict injunctions that spitting near the doctor’s 
house was forbidden, that those staying the night must 
not turn the boys out of the schoolboys’ dormitory at 
the nearby mission and seize the rooms for themselves. 

During the first nine months of Dr. Schweitzer’s 
work he examined and treated over 2,000 patients, and 
found among them not only the diseases of the tropics, 
mainly sleeping sickness and leprosy, but nearly every 
European disease as well, except cancer and appendicitis. 

Listen to Dr. Schweitzer’s own words after 
years’ experience. He says: “When the poor moaning 
creature comes, I lay my hand on his forehead and say 
to him, ‘Don’t be afraid. In an hour’s time you shall be 
put to sleep, and when you awake you won't feel any 
more pain.’ Very soon he is given an injection of 
omnipin; the doctor’s wife is called to the hospital, and 
with the help of Joseph, my negro servant, she makes 
everything ready for the operation. When this is to be- 
gin she administers the anesthetic, and Joseph, in a long 
pair of rubber gloves, acts as assistant. 

“The operation is finished, and in the hardly lighted 
dormitory I watch for the man’s awakening. Scarcely 
has he recovered consciousness when he stares about 
him and ejaculates again and again, ‘I’ve no more pain! 
I’ve no more pain!’ His hands feel for mine and will 
not let it go. Then I begin to tell him and the others 
in the room that it is the Lord Jesus who has told the 
doctor and his wife to come to the Ogowe, and that 
white people in Europe give them money to live here 
and cure the sick negroes. The African sun is shining 
through the coffee bushes into the dark shed; but we 
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black and white, sit side by side and feel that we know 
by experience the meaning of the words, ‘And all ye 
are brethren.’ 
The World War Stops His Work 

Then the Great War broke out, and because Dr. 
Schweitzer was born on what later became German 
territory, he and his wife were jailed in France for 
seven long years. The doctor will not speak of those 
days. ‘““They were part of the madness of the world. We 
must forget that time of hatred and fear,’ he says. 

Back In Africa Again 

Returning to his work the doctor found all his hos- 
pital eaten up by white ants. Happily his piano, placed 
back in its zinc-lined case, had been safely preserved by 
his French friends. Money to start anew was collected 
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from friends and from proceeds derived from organ re- 
citals. Since the War he has returned on one or two 
occasions to Europe to raise funds to carry on, so that 
today, besides the accommodations for the doctor and 
his staff, there is a ward with ten beds for European 
patients; then comes the native hospital with dispensary, 
operating room and laboratory, as well as ward accom- 
modations stretching along two streets. And lastly, 
down-stream, are the wards for the mental cases and 
the dysentary patients, so placed that the latter shall 
not pollute the river Altogether 250 sick people—and 
the numerous companions they bring with them—can be 
accommodated. All this has been accomplished because 
of the consecration of one life to the medical ministry 
of Jesus. 
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JUNIOR TOPICS DEPARTMENT-—Theme: ‘‘ The Church’’ 


Note: The March topics begin a series of two months’ study 
on the Church. The founding of the early Church, the story of 
the early Christian Church, the beginnings of our own Lutheran 
Church, the growth of the Lutheran Church here in America, the 
organization of our Untied- Lutheran Church in America, and the 
study of our synod and local church—all this presents an almost 
unlimited array of material. 

The study of the Church is most important, and a great deal 
of time can profitably be spent developing this series of topics. 

A number of the members of the Executive Committee have 
assisted in their preparation. They have contributed much valuable 
material, and we thank them indeed for their assistance. 

The possibilities for handwork during this series of topics is 

unlimited. Models of the temple and tabernacle may be made. 
Various models of churches may be constructed. The Publication 
House have a number for sale. Better, have the Senior Leaguers 
help some of the Junior boys in a little woodworking activity and 
make these. One Junior League has made a model with all the 
articles in the chancel complete, and those Juniors are learning 
something of church architecture and furnishings. Several other 
Junior groups are busy making models of historic old churches. 
; f you cannot have the Juniors make models, scrapbooks can 
be made, with the story of old church buildings, or the story of 
your own church, or a model church plant, and same can be 
illustrated with pictures. 

We are training the future church councilmen and church 
workers, and every effort put into these topics will be time well 
spent. 

Material For the Leader: The Christian Life Course Lessons 
issued by our Parish and Church School Board for the Senior 
Department (age 15-17) teacher’s manuals, Course X, Parts 1, 2, 
3 and 4, will give much helpful material for this series of lessons. 
They treat of the early Church, the Church’s worship, the organi- 
zation of the Church, the Church’s teachings and beliefs, and its 
works and organizations, respectively. 

_ .The “Key” books, obtainable at our Publication House, par- 
ticularly the first one—‘Our Church’’—Knubel-Scherer, will be found 
most helpful. 

Dr. Jacob’s “The Story of the Church” will also give much 
valuable material. Doubtless you can borrow this and other ma- 
terial from your pastor. 

The church papers and the Year Book will also give information. 


March 3, 1935 
THE STORY OF THE CHURCH 


Aim: To teach the Juniors how the Church was started; to 
help them understand the importance of the Church; to have them 
realize that_the Church is mot a building, but the principles of our 
Lord and Saviour, to be learned and lived. 


._ Material: Rev. Mehlenbacher’s outline on ‘The Story of the 
Church” in the Junior Topics Booklet, “Our Church’s History.” 
Rev. Schulz’s write-up here in the Review. 
An Outline: 
The Story of the Church—Her Foundation 
The Early Hebrew Worship 
The First Altars 
The Tabernacle 
The Temple 
The Synagogue 
The Christian Church 


Suggestion to Leader: To initiate this study lead the Juniors 
to themselves to decide to study about the Church. Lead them 
up to it through questions and through stories, articles, and pictures 
placed before them. 


For the Juniors 
(Prepared by Rev. Rudolph Schulz) 
Do you not think there is something wonderful 
about any organization which can keep on living year 
after year, century after century? That is exactly what 


we find the Christian Church to be—an organization 
that goes on living forever. 

The story of the church is a thrilling, exciting story. 
Just imagine a very small group of poor and despised 
people, without any money, without any influence, just 
poor fishermen and other lowly folks, overthrowing and 
conquering a world! 

Of course this means that the Church had enemies. 
Oftimes powerful kings arrayed themselves against it. 
Sometimes greedy governors opposed the Church. Of- 
times the believers in false gods tried to overthrow the 
Christian Church. 

And what has become of all these other religions 
which were powerful when a little group of men and 
women first began to follow the leadership of Jesus? 
Where are they now? They have all disappeared. It is 
as though a huge wind came along and swept them 
away. Long, long ago, many centuries ago, not a trace 
of them was found. 

But the Church of Jesus Christ has grown larger 
and larger until today millions and millions of people 
throughout the world accept the Christian faith as the 
religion which towers over every other. 


Possible Procedure 


1. Free Period: Have a “browsing table’? around which the 
Juniors may gather when they come to the meeting. On this have 
the old Junior Topics Booklet, ‘““Our United Lutheran Church iu 
America,” the November, 1934, Review, with the Junior topics on 
the Church marked, pictures of famous churches as suggested in 
that series of topics, and any other material of interest on the 
Church. A blank, looseleaf scrapbook labeled ‘“Our Church’ should 
also be on the ‘table. Im this from week to week the Juniors should 
be encouraged to arrange a complete report of the meetings on the 
Church and any material they can gather. 

2. Conversation: Why do we have churches? 
church? How did the Church begin? 
When did our own church start? Is ‘the church’? buildings or 
people? What have we already learned about the church? What 
is worship? Is that why we come to church? What have we 
learned about the service of the Church? About her work? Her 
organizations? About the church building, the chancel, altar, lectern 
and pulpit? Would we like to learn something of how the Church 
was started and our part in the work of carrying on the Church? 

3. Story Material: Rev. Mehlenbacher’s writeup in Topics 
Booklet, and Rev. Schulz’s material here in Review, 

4. Discussion: Is the Church alive today? Is there work to be 
done? What would the world be like without the Church? Does 
it need faithful people today? Can Juniors help? How? 

. Work Period: Let the Juniors gather informally around the 
table. Give each a sheet of the notebook and have them write 
some of the things they have learned, and plan for making a 
scrapbook. Keep a record of these topics. Talk over with the 
Juniors any handwork they would like to do in addition. A model 
of the tabernacle or temple, of ivory soap, wood or cardboard, a 
model of a modern church, maps showing where our churches are 
located—these are suggestions. (Write to the Junior Secretary if 
you. wish details for any of these projects.) Decide on what the 
Juniors would like to do and have all the material ready for the 
next meeting. Perhaps instead of the scrapbook, a series of post- 


What is a 
How old is the Church? 
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ers, with titles of each week’s meetings and pictur i 
added week by, week could be made. : Spr 

_§. Worship: A picture of Christ—as the Head of the Church 
—displayed. 

Hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation” —thought 
told line by line by superintendent in story form. 
Offering—for the building of new churches. 

Prayer—by a Junior: Dear Father, we thank Thee for the 
Church. We thank Thee that through the Church we may learn 
of Thee amd learn how we may live forever. We ask that the 
Church may grow everywhere and that faithful servants will carry 
on Thy work. Help us to do our share, to learn of the Churct 
while we are Juniors, and help us get ready to do our share. We 
ask-these things for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Hymn: “My Church, My Church, My Dear Old Church.” 

(Should hymns not be familiar, write same on blackboard and 
have Juniors read same in concert, instead of singing. Do not 
teach anything during the worship period.) 


of hymn 
Then sung, 


March 10, 1935 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 


Aim: To teach the Juniors the beginnings of the Christian 
Church; to help them appreciate the sacrifices and sufferings of 


early followers of Christ; to have them realize the importance of 
the Church. 

Material: Rev. Teufel’s writeup on “The Early History of the 
Church”? in the Junior Topics Booklet, “Our Church’s History.’ 
Rey. Schulz’s material in the Review. 

An Outline: 

The Early History of the Church 
Founded On the Day of Pentecost 
Carried On by the Apostles 
Paul—the Great Missionary 
The Church Established In Europe 
The “Catholic” or Universal Church 

Suggestions to Leaders: Review last week’s facts. Use the 
story of Pentecost from the Scriptures. Let the Juniors drama- 
tize the meetings of the early Christians in the dark underground 
rooms in Rome. 


For the Juniors 
(Prepared by Rev. Rudolph Schulz) 

The early history of the church is a story of bitter 
hardships, sufferings and persecutions. How did it hap- 
pen that under the Roman government of 2000 years 
ago there was so much bitterness against the humble 
people who were always ready to declare their faith 
in the Lord Jesus? 

Well, the Roman citizen believed that there was 
nothing greater in the world than his state or govern- 
ment. To the Christian, the highest of all things was 
not the almighty Caesar, not the Roman Empire, not the 
Roman nation. To the Christian the highest of all was 
Christ. Christians were willing to render unto Caesar 
the things that were Caesar’s. But they would not wor- 
ship any worldly thing, and they wanted to render unto 
God the things that were God’s. 

This desire was misunderstood by the Romans who 
thought the Christian to be the enemy of the State. The 
result was that to be a Christian was to be dedicated 
to death. 

And yet the Church remained unconquerable. The 
marvel of Christianity and its greatest achievement is 
just this: it cannot be destroyed. 


Possible Procedure 


1, Free Period: Work on scrapbook, having each Junior put 
into it something from the last lesson, or some pictures they may 
have been able to gather during the week. . : 

Have a ‘Question Box—let the Juniors drop into it any ques- 
tions about the Church which they may have, and informally dis- 
cuss these. 

2. Conversation: Talk over the day of Pentecost. 
the Juniors have learned about Paul and his work. ; 

3. Story Material: Rev. Teufel’s writeup in the Topics Book- 
let; Rev. Schulz’s material in the Review. 7 

4. Discussion: What does being a good citizen mean? Can 
one be true to the Church and to the State also? How can Juniors 
be good citizens? ; 

5. Work Pericd: Work on whatever handwork was decided 

n at the last meeting. 
ae Worship: gina, “Faith of Our Fathers,” thoughts told 
verse by verse in story form by superintendent or Junior previously 
appointed. ; 

If a picture can be found to illustrate each verse, mount same 
on a sheet of cardboard and print the verse benea’h and use these. 

Prayer—sentence prayers by the Juniors for the church, her 
work, her growth. 

Offering, for the work of the church. 

Silent Prayer. 


Review what 


in the Junior Topics Booklet, “Our Church’s History.” 
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March 17, 1935 
OUR LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Aim: To teach the Juniors 
the Lutheran Church. 
Material: “Our Lutheran Church” 


something of the beginnings of 
by Mr. John G. Kurzenknabe 


For 
Topics Booklet, ‘‘Luther.’”’ ease 


An Outline: 
Our Lutheran Church 

Story of Luther Reviewed 

The Protestant Reformation 

Translation of the Bible 

Lutheran Church In Germany, France, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark E 

_ Printing Press 

Suggestions to Leader: Make this a ‘dramatization’ meeting 
and let the Juniors act out the stories. Appoint groups the week 
previous to give following: Luther, The Translation of the Bible, 
The Lutheran Church in France, Norway and Sweden and Denmark. 
The Printing Press. é 
; The “Luther” group may give any of the dramatizations given 
in the “Luther” Topics Booklet. 

_ The group representing “The Translation of the Bible’ can 
briefly arrange a scene—a boy representing Luther sitting at a table 
writing (translating the Bible), followed by a group of Juniors 
telling how the Bible was translated into other languages, and how 
today we have the Bible in many tongues. Facts can be secured 
from the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York City. 

The ‘Printing Press” group can be presented by two Juniors, 
one with a large scroll, telling how all writing at one time had to 
be copied by hand, the other telling how the printing press was 
invenied, and how today millions of copies of ‘‘the world’s best 
seller’’—ithe Bible—are available. 

Juniors with placards, Germany, France, Norway and Sweden, 
Denmark, may each give a fact or two about the Lutheran Church 
in these counr.es. These may be obtained from your pastor, or 
from the Lutheran World Almanac. 

(There is great value in letting the Juniors look up facts for 
themselves and prepare an interesting way of presenting them to 
the rest of the League. Now and then try it. Nothing elaborate or 
complicated is desired; it need not be a finished product, or an exer- 
cise when the Juniors are on show. The getting over of the facts 
is the important thing, and particularly the Juniors’ own share in 
getting and giving these facts. Costumes are not necessary. The 
whole presentation should be informal.) 


, 


Suggested Procedure 


1. Free Period: Prepare for dramatizations. Work on_scrap- 
book—keep this up to date, with all the facts learned written in. 

2. Review: Review the story of Luther. The Quiz on the 
Topics Booklet on Luther may be used, or the Juniors may informally 
tell what they have previously learned. (Whenever possible, make 
use of all the Juniors have been learning by reviewing and working 
it into the new programs. Use and reuse the material in former 
Topics Booklets.) 

3. Story Material: Writeup by Mr. John G. Kurzenknabe in the 
Topics Booklet. 

4. Dramatizations: As above suggested. 

5. Discussion: Did it mean any difficulties to get the Lutheran 
Church started? Was it worth it? What are the principal things 
for which the Lutheran Church stands? What does she stand for 
today? 

6. Work Period: Work on whatever handwork has been started. 

7. Worship: Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (read 
if this is not familiar to the Juniors). 

Prayer: Sentence prayers by Juniors—thanks for courage of 
Martin Luther, and for the establishment of our Church. 


Picture—of Luther nailing theses to church door or before the 
Diet of Worms (both may be taken from the book “Martin of 
Mansfeld’’)—story of same told by Junior. 

Prayer: By leader, for leaders who 
Church. 

Hymn: “Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word.” 


will love and serve the 


March 24, 1935 
HOW THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CAME TO AMERICA 


Aim: To teach the Juniors the story of the beginnings of our 
Lutheran Church here in America. 

Material: The article ‘‘The Church In America’ prepared by 
Mr. Austin Howard, in the Junior Topics Booklet, “Our Church’s 
History.” 

Exercise, “How the Lutheran Church Came to America’’—2 
cents—Literature Headquarters, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

An Outline: ; 

How Our Lutheran Church Came to America 
The First Lutherans In America 
Swedes 
Dutch 
German 
Salzburgers 
Muhlenberg 
First Lutheran Churches 
Organization 

Suggestions to Leader: There is ample material for a meeting 

in Mr. Howard’s writeup and the exercise suggested. 


Page Thirty-two 


Suggested Procedure 


1. Free Period: Let the Juniors bring the notebook up to date. 
Give each several pages of the looseleaf book and let them add 
their share. 

2. Discussion: Talk over informally some of the facts learned. 
Then ask questions—How did the Lutheran Church come to 
America? Why did the first Lutherans come? Why did almost 
all of the early settlers come to America? (This gives opportunity 
to call to the attention the fact that almost all came to have free- 
dom to worship as they chose—the Pilgrims in New England, the 
Catholics in Maryland, the French in the South, etc.) 

3. Story Material: Mr. Howard’s material in Junior 
Booklet. ; 

4. Exercis¢: “How the Lutheran Church Came to America.” 

5. Conversation Period: Discuss the points made in the Topics 
Booklet and exercise and explain everything that may not be clear. 

6. Work Period: Finish handwork started for this month’s 
topics. Complete scrapbook to date. If there are extra pictures and 
some stories which the Juniors would like to use, make a series of 
posters, one on each meeting. (Send these to the Junior Secretary. 
If neatly done she will display them at the Charleston convention.) 

7. Worship: Hymn: “My Church, My Church.” 

Story: Story told of the founding of our historic church— 
either the church at Trappe, Pa., founded by Muhlenberg (get 
brochure from Rev. W. Fagley, Trappe, Pa.—25 cents) or the 
story of the Ebenezer Church in Georgia. Send 25 cents to 
Rev. C. A. Linn, 203 E. Bolton St., Savannah, Ga., for pageant, 
from which facts may be gleaned). 

Sentence prayers by Juniors—thanks for our Church here in 
America. 

Offering—may be 
Missions. 

Closing Hymn: ‘Jesus, With Thy Church Abide.” 


Topics 


given for work of Board of American 


March 31, 1935 
FRIENDS IN NIPPON 


Materials: Order from Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muh- 
lenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Friends In Nippon by Dorothy F. McConnell, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Program Suggestions by Mary Lou Gray, 15 cents. 

Lutheran Picture Sheet on Japan, 5 cents. 

Snapshots of the Japan Lutheran Church. Free. 


The Strange Little Girl 


References: 
Friends In Nippon, page 55. 
Program SuggeStions, page 19. 


Suggestions for the Leader 

If this final session is to be the occasion to which 
guests are invited, the program on page 24 of Program 
Suggestions will prove useful. If the session is to be 
for the Juniors alone, the outline below may be followed. 
In either case, the leader, of course, will adapt the 
material to the needs of her group. 

The story of “The Strange Little Girl’ develops 
the thought that Christians must stand for what they 
believe is right, whatever the cost. Emphasize the 
courage shown by Japanese Christians and its challenge 
for us who live in a Christian country. 


Possible Procedure 

A Free Period: Make this a review of the things 
the Juniors have learned about the work of our own 
church in Japan. For this purpose look again at the 
pictures on the picture sheets, and refer to any articles 
that may be available in current church periodicals and 
missionary magazines. 

A Work Period: Finish any handwork remaining. 

Story: The Strange Little Girl. 

Discussion: If we lived among people who were not 
Christians would we be as brave as some of the Japan- 
ese Christians? Are there times when we, too, find it 
takes courage to stand up for our faith? 


Worship 
Hymn: Onward Christian Soldiers. 
Scripture: Matthew 28:20. Lo, I am with you al- 
ways. (A precious gift. All the “precious gifts” might 
be repeated at this point.) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Story: O Hana San Goes to School. (See page 20, 


Program Suggestions.) 

Offering. 

Prayer: Our dear Lord, we know that Thou art with 
us always. We love Thee and depend upon Thee. Thou 
hast given us so many blessings. Help us to show our 
love and gratitude to Thee by spending our lives in tell- 
ing others of Thy love. Help us to share all that we 
have with others, so that all Thy children all over the 
world may be happy. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Hymn: Beautiful Saviour. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade Department, 
Women’s Missionary Society) 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS PROGRAMS 


Use the pamphlet ‘“‘Programs for Little Leaguers’—25 cents 
from Headquarters. 

For the March meetings use the material given in the pam- 
phlet—with the addition of the suggestions given here. 


March 3, 1935—BROWN CHILDREN OF INDIA 


A set of India Panel Posters (50 cents from the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) can be 
made by the Juniors for the Little Leaguers. : 

Or a Hindu Village (Bradley’s Built Up Village—60 cents-— 
from Publication House) canbe made by them. 

Have several of the Juniors explain these to the little folks— 
using them to explain the customs of India. 

Are your Little Leaguers working for India? Each month 
some special work is suggested. For March put on a table a bowl 
pave which are to be dropped pennies to buy rice for a little girl 
in India. 

If you have the book ““The Three Camels’’ use it for this meet- 
ing. Tell the stories. Let the Little Leaguers make scrapbooks 
cutting out the three camels and other objects—from patterns—and 
arrange them in the order of the ‘‘Three Bears’’ story. These little 
folks like repetition. 


March 10, 1935—LITTLE SAMUEL 


There is no material given in the pamphlet for this meeting. 
(There are but four given and therefore this one is inserted.) But 
a meeting teaching the story of little Samuel will be easy to 
arrange. 

Open with conversation—talking over little boys and girls in 
general and how they act. Stress obedience. 

Then follow with the story of little Samuel, emphasizing how 
he was obedient and how he listened to the call of the Lord. 

Use the picture ‘‘Little Samuel.” 

Encourage the little ones to torm short sentence prayers of 
their own asking for help to do what God wants them to do. 

Have a set of ‘Little Samuel Handwork Color Cards’’—15 
cents from Publication House (colored by the Juniors) to help 
explain this lesson. 

. Spend the remainder of the time on hymns and prayers already 
egun. 


March 17, 1935—CHILDREN GREET JESUS 


_  Follow_the suggestions in the pamphlet. If you have a large 
picture of Plockhorst’s ‘‘Triumphal Entry’’ use same. 

_ If you have already made the purple crosses suggested with 
this group, vary your work by this year making booklets instead 
in the form of a regular book using violet colored paper and pasting 
an Easter picture on the cover. 


March 24, 1935—THE LAST SUPPER 
Follow the suggestions in_ the pamphlet. 
Emphasize giving thanks for food. 
March 31, 1935—GETHSEMANE—TEACH ME TO PRAY 


Use the suggestions gvien in the pamphlet. 

Have a set of the Lord’s Prayer Hand Work Color Cards 
(15 cents from the Publication House) made up by the Juniors, 
and use in this meeting. 
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‘‘Our Latch-string Is On The Outside’’ 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘Always Filled With Youth’’ 


SERVICES 
10:15 A. M. 1130 AJM: 
Je VS PING 7:30 P. M. 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursday Night, 7:45 
BROADCASTS—WLIT 
Alternating Wednesdays, 12:15 Noon 
Alternating Sundays, 11:00 A. M. 
Sunday Nights During Lent, Metropolitan Opera House 
Easter Morning, 6:30—Sunrise Service in Temple Stadium 


Dr. Ross Stover 


; A College Fit for You 

A high-grade liberal arts College—Co-educational. 

Courses recognized and required as preparatory to Law, 
Medicine, Teaching and Theology. 

Fully accredited by the North Central Association, the 
Association of American Universities, the State Departments 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, etc. 

New Departments of Agriculture and Journalism. 

College Band and a Capella Choir. 

_ Has trained noted physicians, lawyers, ministers, mis- 
sionaries, authors, teachers. 

Very moderate in all expenses. 

Christian in atmosphere, motive and purpose. 

For information and free catalogue and pictorial booklet, 


address 
PRESIDENT JACOB DIEHL, D.D. 
Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9to12 years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Penna 


Those Spending Sunday In Philadelphia Are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 


Church of the Holy Communion 


Chestnut and Twenty-first Streets 
REV. J. H. HARMS, D.D., Pastor 


Chief Service - 11 A. M. . Within Walking 
Vespers - - - 8 P. M. 
Bible School - 10 A. = Distance of Hotels 


Y.P.S.---- 7 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up of 
Christian nee who are vitally concerned with the 
building of character as the fundamental thing 
in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book cf Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


| EASE a 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 


An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Harry A. Benfar - - - -» = - - - Registrar 


John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. - - - = President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 
Owned and controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
In the heart of ‘“‘The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B., B.S. and B.Mus. Degrees 
Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 
Very Moderate Expense 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE ; 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


ae 


Just in Time For EASTER 


CROSS WITH LUTHER LEAGUE EMD 


BisLE Book MARK 


This Book Mark is very nice to 
give to each person attending 
your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


This Book Mark is very nice to 
place in Easter Flowers for sick 
and shut-in folks. Name of church 
can be written on reverse side. 


A TIMELY 


AU I] A SPLENDID 
BASTER GIET wy 


SOUVENIR 


Stock Used Is a Beautiful 
High-grade Embossed 
White Cardboard 


Special Easter Price 


Cents per 
POSTPAID 
Cash MUST Accompany Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Sample Cheerfully Sent on 
Receipt of a 3 cent Stamp 
to Cover Postage 


Tilustration Shows Actual Size and Embossed Design of Stock 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) we will 


, NAME on reverse side, any quantity up to 200. 
Indianapolis, Indiana Additional hundreds, 20 cents per hundred. 


The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


